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PROCEEDI NGS

CH EF JUDGE DAVI D LANGFORD: Good nor ni ng,
everyone.

On behalf of the judges of the Tenth Judi ci al
Crcuit, I1'd like to welcone you here today for this
presentation by the History Conmmttee, this being
the Tenth Judicial Circuit H story Commttee and
VWonmen of the Bench and Bar, presenting an historic
perspective in regard to the history of wonmen on the
Bench and Bar here in the Tenth G rcuit.

We appreci ate our noderator, Howardene Garrett,
bei ng here today, and our participants, Marie Alice
Crano, Judge Susan Roberts, Retired, and al so Wendy
Loquasto w Il be appearing with us by
vi deoconferencing, and | believe that we have al so
Mart ha Barnett appearing by a video presentation.

And in conjunction with those video
presentations that are going to be nade, | at this
tinme would also |ike to thank, on behalf of the
Tenth Judicial Crcuit, Jenae Lew s, John Gaskell,
Wanda Smth, and Jose Faoul, who have set up all
this technol ogy and equi pnent, which is far beyond
ny under standi ng, but certainly well wthin theirs.
And we certainly appreciate the job they've done for

us in setting this up and naeking all this possible
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for each of us.

Also fromthe office of the State Court
Adm nistrator, Gerard Ford and Charl es Hash have
been instrunental in also setting up this video
equi pnent. W do appreciate that.

And wi thout further ado, I"'mgoing to turn it
over to our noderator, Howardene Garrett.

MS. GARRETT: |I'd also |ike to say wel cone and
good norning. W have sone thanks to give out also.

First, as y'all are eating, | know you want to
appreci ate Jean Henni ng, who provided our | unch
t oday, as a sponsor of this presentation. How about
a round of appl ause for those of you who have your
hands free?

And the food was provided by Terrie Lobb
Catering, which is always wonderful.

We al so have thanks to Sclafani WIIlians Court
Reporters for reporting and transcribing this
hi storic event for the preservation of the Tenth
Judicial Crcuit Hi story website.

The history -- we want to thank the Hi story
Commttee, which is chaired by our Chief Judge
David Langford, for organizing this presentation.
And 1'd also like to offer ny thanks to Fran and
Judge Green, who really put this thing together, and
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all the real work in putting this thing together.

When you cane in, you saw sone handouts. The
first one is the CLE court credits official form
whi ch gi ves you your instructions, including the
course nunber that you need to |l og onto the Florida
Bar website and get credit for this.

And also you'll find a reading list that
Ms. Loquasto will refer to, sone interesting reading
about the history of wonen in the Bar.

And al so, finally, and probably nobst
I mportantly is a flyer for our next History
Comm ttee presentation, which is going to be on
Wednesday, March 17th, with E. J. Sal ci nes and our
own Adiver Geen tal king about the history of the
Second District Court of Appeal and the Federal
M ddle District in Florida. A very interesting
area, and a St. Patrick's Day presentation you won't
want to m ss.

I was honored to be asked by Judge Green to
participate in this forum W share a famly | egacy
in the law, and many of you know ne as the daughter
of a father who was an attorney, Howard Garrett, a
menber of the Florida Bar for nore than 50 years,
but nmany of you do not know ne as the daughter of a

not her who was an attorney and is an attorney.
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My nother was Marie Garcia Garrett, graduated
fromthe University of Florida Law School in 1948.
When she graduated from |l aw school, the nunbers had
actually dropped. The nunbers had i ncreased a
little bit during World War |1, when all the nen
were away fighting and wonen were hol di ng down nmany
positions. And after the war, the nunbers in | aw
school went way up with the soldiers, sailors, and
flyers returning fromWrld VWar 11. And that was
wher e she began studying the | aw

She was a practicing attorney in private
practice as | grew up. So unlike many | awers
today, | had the big advantage of seeing in front of
me a wonderful exanple of an attorney bal anci ng
famly life and the practice of |aw

She made her own path. She was the daughter of
a cigar maker and the first one in her famly to
finish high school, much | ess go onto coll ege, nuch
| ess beconme an attorney, nmuch to the surprise and
consternati on of her father, who thought she shoul d
do sonething nore wonanly, |ike be a teacher. \When
| graduated from University of Florida Law School in
1978, there was no one prouder than ny nother,
second only to ny father, but | thought ny nother

m ght actually explode with sheer joy that her
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daught er was graduati ng.

Many of you who know ne, though, know that |'m
al so the nother of a future wonan attorney. My
daughter is in her third year at Stetson University
Col |l ege of Law in Gulfport, and she wll be the
third generation of native Floridian wonen attorneys
when she graduates from Stetson in May 2010.

The practice of law that | saw ny not her engage
in when | was growi ng up was very different fromthe
practice of law that |'ve experienced for the | ast
30 years. And | amquite certain that the practice
t hat nmy daughter engages in in the next 50 years or
more will be nuch different than the one | have
seen. And so this history of wonen in the practice
of law is what we're tal king about today. So |
think we have a really interesting group of
panelists to share the history of wonen in the | egal
practice in Florida and especially in Pol k County.

We're going to start with a presentati on by
Wendy Loquasto, the foundi ng nenber and seni or
partner of the firmof Fox and Loquasto in
Tal | ahassee. She received her Juris Doctor degree
from Stetson in 1988, nagna cum | aude, where she was
on the Law Review for two years, and has specialized

in appel |l ate practice, where she's al so a nenber of
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t he appellate practice section and in their
Executi ve Counsel and Publications Commttee, and
t hrough her bar activities becane interested in the
hi story of wonen in the law in Florida and was
research chair of the Florida Bar's, First 150
Lawers, Wnen Lawers' Commttee, and hel ped with
al so the Florida Associ ati on of Wonen Lawers, their
First 150 Wonen Lawers' Committee. And we're,
first of all, pleased to have her with us by video.
Next, we're going to see a presentation by
video from Martha Barnett, who was really trying her
very best to be here personally but was unable to do
so at the last mnute. Now, many of you know
Mart ha Barnett as a partner of Holland & Kni ght.
She was -- one of her nobst noteworthy clains to fane
is a former president of the Anmerican Bar
Associ ation and the first wonan to serve as chair of
t he ABA House of Del egates, which she did earlier.
And al so many di stinctions -- anong the nmany
di stinctions she has as awards fromthe Grl Scouts
of Anerica, the National Legal A d and Def ender
Associ ation, the Hillary dinton dass Cutter Award,
and Di stingui shed Al umus of the University of
Fl ori da.

Next, we're going to hear a presentation from
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Marie Alice Crano. Many of you haven't had the
pl easure of nmeeting her, as | recently did in
preparation for this. M. Crano is a 1959 graduate
of Georgi a Washi ngton Uni versity in Washi ngton,
D.C., becanme a nenber of the D.C. Bar in 1960, and
then travelled to Florida for what was to be a very
short tinme to be counsel for |Indian Lake Estates.
She |i ked Florida so nuch she took the Florida Bar,
becane a nenber in 1961, and stayed in Florida ever
si nce.

After six nore nonths as corporate counsel for
I ndi an Lake Estates, she went into private practice,
first in the large and team ng netropolis of
Frost proof, where she distinguished herself as city
attorney, as city judge, until the constitutional
revi sion, and then noved her practice to Lake Wil es,
where she owned a buil ding on H ghway 27 and
practiced there until selling the building in 2001,
full-tine. And yet she continues to provide pro
bono representation in her retirenent, and | was
really tickled to neet her after she was neeting
with a client this week and seeing that that was a
wonder ful continui ng service she's providing.

Her practice was busi ness representati on,

i ncl udi ng growers, and | ocal banks. | was pl eased,
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t hough, as a crimnal -- practicing crimnal defense
attorney, to know that she did try one case, one
crimnal case, a mansl|l aughter case, before Judge
Am don, and was able to vindicate her innocent
client with a verdict of not guilty. And so | think
we'll enjoy hearing fromher on the practice of |aw
in Pol k County in the '60s.

And our | ast presenter wll need no
i ntroduction, but I wll introduce her anyway; is
our own Retired Senior Circuit Judge,
Susan Wadsworth Roberts; a graduate of Florida State
Uni versity Coll ege of Law, | believe the first wonan
to graduate from Florida State University Coll ege of
Law, and di stingui shed herself in Polk County first
as a county judge -- well, before, city judge, city
prosecutor, city public defender, and then county
judge and then circuit judge.

And we know wel |l her nmany contributions to the
Bar in Polk County, especially the area of
organi zi ng and coordinating the efforts to prevent
spouse abuse and try to set up a regular and nore
efficient systemto deal wth those probl ens.

So | amexcited, and I hope you wll enjoy the
presentation. And at the end of all the

presentations, if there's tinme, I will be glad to
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forward questions wth our participants.
Ms. Loquasto is going to stay connected by video
Wth us in case there are questions.

So et me grab the m crophone so |I'm sure she
hears ne. W will the program over now to
Ms. Loquasto. Thank you very much.

MS. LOQUASTO  Thank you for that kind
I ntroduction. | appreciate it. Can y'all hear ne
okay?

MS. GARRETT: Yes. ' m seei ng sonme nods.

MS. LOQUASTO This May will mark the tenth
anni versary of the First 150 Wonen Lawyers' project.
And | know that as a chair for the commttee and
havi ng presented it, | amvery biased about the
event and the book, and so | say that up front. But
I think I can state a fact that it created a big
splash in Florida's I egal community, and that splash
has continued to ripple over the year for 10 years.

You know, when we presented the book and had
t he cel ebrati on, we had a banquet done in Mam that
had over 900 people at it. Attorney Ceneral
Janet Reno spoke. This was her first trip to
Fl orida after the Elian Gonzal ez controversy, and so
there was a | ot of newspaper coverage about her

visit, and that was good for us. And then we had a
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Suprene Court cerenonial session to honor the wonen
| awyers.

So it was all -- it was great. And all sorts
of newspaper articles, and it's been foll owed up
over the years with young wonen doi ng history
proj ects about these wonen | awers. W distributed
the books to the libraries around the State, both
public libraries and | aw school s. | have been in
contact with famly and friends of these wonmen and
people interested in the history of |aw over these
10 years, and bar associati ons and organi zati ons
continue to do progranms about it.

So it is -- this program here today just shows
that there's yet another ripple in the project, in
The First 150 project and |I'mvery pl eased about
that. |I'mvery happy wth your interest, so pl eased
to be invited to speak, so thank you so nuch for
havi ng ne.

My talk today is going to provide a little bit
of history about wonen in the | aw.

And | think, you know, we have to start that
wWth Margaret Brent, Anerica' s first woman | awer.
She cane to this country in 1836 and lived in
Maryl and, and al though I'm not quite sure what her

credentials were, but she appeared in court.
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And maybe that was just a matter of necessity,
because the col onies and what was -- you know, how
many | awers were there? | don't know. But she
acquired a lot of |land and she had to nanage t hat
| and, so that brought her to court. And also she
was a guardi an for young wonen in the col onies,

i ncl udi ng a young | ndi an wonan.

Her biggest foray into the courts was, though,
t hrough her adm nistration of the estate of Governor
Leonard Cal vert, who was governor there in Maryl and,
and she had to nanage -- she had to defend | awsuits
and institute |lawsuits for npbney that had been owed
to himduring his l[ife. And by her own count, she
was i nvolved in 124 court cases over an eight-year
peri od because of that.

So she really is Anerica's first woman | awer.
But from 1836, in her tine period, up till 1869,
there's really nothing. There were a few wonen t hat
had represented thensel ves in court, but there's no
hi story about wonen | awers. And so you have to
wonder what's going on there. | guess that's part
of society as we lived in then.

The Civil War and the expansion to the west
were really the things that opened the doors for

wonmen | awers, and it's no surprise that many of the
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early wonen | awers cane from our, quote,
"frontier." There weren't many people there, and so
t hat gave wonmen an opportunity to do job that they
couldn't do in northeastern society, where there
were a lot of restrictions on wonen.

I think you have to renenber that as we exi st
today, life was very different for wonen back then.
When they nmarried, they essentially becane the
property of their husbands. They couldn't enter
into contracts. They couldn't own property in their
own nanme. They had a legal disability, so they
couldn't be | awers.

So many of the early wonen | awers that started
out were either single wonen who didn't have this
| egal disability -- and they stayed single for that
pur pose, to be in control of their own property, to
be in control of their own lives -- or there were
wonen who were nmarried to enlightened nen, nen who
really saw their spouses as helpnates in their
careers, who encouraged themto study the |aw, who
let themwork in their office, who -- "let thenm --
had them work in their office and encouraged themin
their | egal careers.

| think the first -- you know, America's first

woman | awyer, admtted wonmen | awer, was
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Ar abel | a Babb Mansfield. And she's fromlowa, our
frontier, and she took advantage of the Civil War
and entered | owa Wesleyan Coll ege. You know, all
the nmen were away, and so the coll ege adm ssi ons
were down. And if you were a paid student, you had
a good chance to get in then as a woman, whereas
if -- but for the GCvil WAr, you probably woul dn't
have been able to get into college as a woman. So
that's what she did, and then she married a coll ege
pr of essor who encouraged her to study the law. And
in 1869, in June, she passed the lowa State Bar
Exam nati on.

And she was fortunate, because lowa had a | aw
that limted adm ssion to the Bar to nen, white
mal es. And she was fortunate that her case cane
before a enli ghtened progressive judge by the nane
of Springer who | ooked at the | aw and | ooked at
other lowa | aw and said, hey, there's this provision
t hat says where it says now that includes the
femal e, and he applied that to the adm ssi on of
wonmen in the |law and said lowa | aw woul d al | ow her
to be admtted. And so she becane Anerica's first
woman adnmitted to a Bar in June of 1869.

Unfortunately, she didn't practice |law. She

traveled a little bit with her husband and t hen cane
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back and taught | aw, though, at a | aw school. So
she was abl e to encourage people and spread her

expertise in the | aw through her profession as a

pr of essor.

I think maybe you -- nmany of you m ght have
heard of Myra Bradwel |, probably the nost
celebrated -- one of the nost cel ebrated wonen

| awyers. She took the Bar exam She was married to
a |lawer and she, during the Cvil War, helped in
his law office. She hel ped hi mresearch and wite
his briefs. And he eventually went on to be a
Judge.

She al so founded the Chicago Legal News, which
Is a -- was the first |aw journal published in the
west. So she was really involved in the |egal
pr of essi on.

She took the Bar exam nation in August of 1869,
two nonths after Mansfield had been admtted in
lowa. Unfortunately, she did not have an
enl i ghtened and progressive judge, and so Illinois
deni ed her adm ssion to the Bar, and she -- and she
had to take her case all the way up to the Suprene
Court. Illinois denied her because she was a
marri ed woman. The United States affirnmed that

deci sion, but not just because she was narried, but
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just because she was a wonan. And that's 1872 t hat
deci sion was rendered. And that decision caused al
wonmen that wanted to beconme | awers to have to fight
for adm ssion in each state according to each
state's | aws.

And you can read plenty of history books about
wonen | awers and their struggles to becone | awers.
There's Bel va Lockwood and Lavinia Hill are two
really prine exampl es.

In Florida, our first woman | awer is
Loui se Pinnell, interestingly, sonebody who cane
from M ssouri, an area where nany of the first wonen
| awers were from And she probably knew of
Myra Bradwel | . Her father was an attorney. Per haps
she read the newspaper and that's how she becane
encour aged, because Myra Bradwel | published the
stories of wonen |awers in the Chicago Legal News.

She's not -- when we tried to conpose our |ist
of the first wonen | awers, you know, there was no
list. And so we had to nake it up. And that led ne
to the mnutes in the Florida Suprene Court book,
because that's where all the registrations for
attorneys were kept up until we had the Florida
Board of Bar Exami ners and the Florida Bar, which

didn't cone into effect until 1950.
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So there's a whole |lot of area there between
Loui se Pinnell in 1898, when she was adm tted, and
t he keepi ng of good records through the Florida
State Bar Association and the Florida Bar. W
I ncl uded Loui se Pinnell in our book because there's
this great conposite that we found in the archives
that has the pictures of all the | awers that were
admtted in 1899, and there's two wonen in that
bunch. There's Louise Pinnell and Alice Johnson,
who was from Live Gak, and they're our first and
second |l awers in our book. They're included
because they're in that picture and there is
information that they were wonen | awers.

Everybody else -- | think I'mrunning out of
time, but everybody else that was in the book was
pi cked out fromthe mnutes in the Florida Suprene
Court book, and we got information fromthem from
| aw school s, |ocal histories, Mrtindal e-Hubbell.
W found famly and friends. W talked to | awers
who knew sone of these wonen. And in 2000, when we
celebrated it, there were 14 |living wonen out of
The First 150. W also added five African-Anericans
to our celebration, because they were unrepresented
in the first 150.

I think it's interesting to note that Edith
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Gsborne, when she wote her article for The First
150, she said, "In 1966, there were only a 175 wonen
| awyers in Florida. And in 1975, there were only
684." Today, we're well over 30,000, and over a
third of the wonen | awers -- of the |lawers in the
State, so we've progressed a | ong way, but we still

have a | ong ways to go.

I think Martha wll tell us about -- and others
will tell us about the struggles that they' ve had in
being able to be wonen | awers, but | think that

it's inmportant for us to know that it's nuch easier
for us today because of what these wonen | awers did
for us, because they were strong and brave wonen who
were unafraid and were willing to take the
ostracism the bias, the prejudice that cane to them
as wonen in the | aw, because they had a vision that
they were nmaking our lives better. And that's what
we owe to them is the ease that we have today. And
that's what we owe to the generations that cone
before us, sonething -- doing things to nake their
| i ves easier.

I"msorry; | went over a little bit,
Judge Green. 1'll end now and be happy to take
questi ons whenever you're going to do that.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: As you can see,
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we're setting up now the DVD from Mart ha Barnett.

MS. BARNETT: H, I'"'m Martha Barnett, and | am
so sorry that | can't be with you in person today.
Unfortunately, |I've had a --

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: St op.

MS. GARRETT: We're pausing.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: Turn off your mc
over there. W're going to reorient you so that you
can see the rest of the presentati on.

MS. GARRETT: And now, through the mracle of
nodern technol ogy, Ms. Loquasto will be able to
watch the video of Martha Barnett, as well.

Thank you very nmuch.

MS. BARNETT: Hi, I'm Martha Barnett, and | am
so sorry that | can't be with you in person today.
Unfortunately, |1've had a conflict cone up that
requires ne to be out of the state. But | did want
to participate in this inportant conference.

| especially wanted to have an opportunity to
say hello to sone old friends, or naybe | shoul d say
|l ong-tinme friend, ny friend Judge Roberts and
certainly Judge Green, tell you how much I m ss
seei ng you and being with you.

I"mgoing to tal k about three things today:

One, what was the practice of law |li ke, what was the
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| egal profession |like when | started practicing | aw,
what changes have | seen in the | ast three decades,
and what recommendations do | have for wonen

| awyers, particularly the next generation of wonen

| awyers.

The year was 1970, and | renenber ny first day
in | aw school . I went to the orientation program
| | ooked around the roomand ny first thought was,
"Where are the wonen?" | had grown up in -- | had
gone to college, | had gone to an all-wonen coll ege,
and | was used to having wonen around ne all the
time. And when | went to the orientation, | really
didn't see any wonen. There were only a handful,
maybe ten wonmen in the class. | later | earned that
there were |l ess than 30 wonen in the University of
Fl ori da Law School at the tine. It was a surprise
to nme, because | had never really thought about
wonmen and -- wonen bei ng excl uded from professional
opportunities.

After | graduated from |l aw school, | got a job
wth Holland & Kni ght and noved to Pol k County and
started practicing law in Pol k County. I nmet people
| i ke Susan Roberts. She was one of the first people
I nmet, and while it's been al nobst 35 years and ny

nmenmory probably is not as accurate as it should be,
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| believe that Susan and I and two ot her wonen

| awyers had | unch one day. And that may have been
the first neeting of the Pol k County Wonen's Bar
Associ ation. And we tal ked about the very question
| had tal ked about when I was in | aw school, and

t hat was, where are the wonen? There just weren't
t hat many women | awers practicing |law in Pol k
County at the tine.

Today, of course, everything has changed.
Wnen are, as everyone knows, hovering at about 47
to 48 percent of the entering class at every | aw
school in the country. Sone schools have above
50 percent, but al nost every one of them has
40 percent or nore. Wnen -- there are wonen
| awyers in every aspect of the profession, whether
it'"s in private practice, governnment service, public
servi ce, corporate counsel, even in |l aw school. A
| ot has certainly changed in the intervening 35
years.

But what was it |like to practice lawin 1970
and 1980? | think it was perhaps nore difficult for
the law firnms sonetines than it was for the wonen
who actually worked for them because |aw firns
weren't used to having wonmen. Many didn't have

maternity policies. Certainly none had bal anced
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l'i fe, balanced work policies. Few, if any, had ever
t hought about the needs wonen m ght have to take
care of children or take care of their famlies; |
shoul d say the needs their |awers would have to
take care of their famlies or their children,
because they hadn't had wonen. So they grappl ed
wth sone new chall enges as they integrated wonen
into the institution, into their social life, and
into their cultural life.

I think for wonen |i ke nme, our focus wasn't so
much on bei ng wonmen but on how do we succeed in this
new environnent? Wat do we need to do? How do we
| earn the rules? How do we neke primarily nen, both
| awers as well as clients, feel confortable with us
and have confidence that we have the skills and the
training to really be a good advocate for them and
to adequately represent thenf

That was a big challenge. There were no role
nodel s, but there were good people who were
dedi cated to the success of wonen. They were nostly
men, but nost of the wonen | know today who have
been successful sonmewhere along the |ine had soneone
who was their nentor. And it was oftentines, at
|l east in the '70s and early '80s, it was oftentines

the senior partner in a law firm a general counsel,
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sone hi gh governnent official, a judge, who would
take you under his wing and teach you the ropes,
tell you what you really had to do to be successful,
not the things they taught you in | aw school but the
t hi ngs you | earned by wat chi ng, observing, having
t he opportunity to experience new things, to have
soneone validate you by transferring their
credibility to you, to vouch you into the club, to
tell a client, "This is nmy lawer. This is the best
person we have. She'll do a good job for you."
Wonen were busy | earning not just how to be

| awyers, but how to be lIawers in a new environnent

and to succeed in that environnent. The ki nds of
opportunities open to wonen were limted, | think,
initially in large law firns. In the 1970s, when |

was hired, Holland & Kni ght had never had a woman
| awyer. A lot of the other law firnms in Florida,
typically in central Florida and north Florida, had
not had wonen | awers. They had wonen
pr of essi onal s, but not as | awyers.

But that was a tinme of great change in the
| egal profession. It was a tinme of change
precipitated in sone neasure, as history tells us,
a lot of other Industrial Revolution changes in the

wor kf orce have cone about because of war. It was
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during the Vietnamwar, and the country was in
turnoil. It was a tine when you had the wonen's

ri ghts novenent. You had a | ot of things, social
and cul tural and political upheaval, that seened to
create a nonent for change.

And, as | said earlier, when | started | aw
school there were very few wonen. Where are the
wonmen? When | left just three years |ater, about
25 percent of the entering class of |aw students
were wonen. And that change continued for --
really, until today, although I think it has peaked
in the | ast couple of years.

The ki nds of professional opportunities
avai l able to wonen today are unlimted. Then they
were limted. Very few judges had clerks that were
wonmen. Very few corporations hired wonen as
| awyers. It was very hard to get an -- have
opportunities in the acadeny, to teach at a | aw
school, to get a tenure-track professional position.
But wonen did, and they becane rol e nodels and they
becane path finders and they opened up the doors of
opportunity to the next generation of women.

Today, | sonetines ask the sane question
asked in 1970, and that is: Were are the wonen?

Because even though wonen are hovering at 45,
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50 percent of the | aw students, wonen in | eadership
roles of the profession, are hovering at the 15 to
25 percent.

So sonet hi ng has happened -- sonet hi ng happens
bet ween | aw school and professional achi evenent.
There are | ots of studies about why 20 percent of
t he deans of |aw school are wonen when 50 percent of
t he student and 50 percent of the |l awers are wonen;
t hat peopl e ask questions about why 15 percent of
t he general counsels of major corporations are
wonen; why nanagi ng partners, senior partners in | aw
firms, equity partners, hover at about 28 percent of
Wormen.

So there is a gap in achi evenent at the highest
| evel s of the profession, even though entry in the
pr of essi on has been opened up. And that is
sonet hi ng that wonen of ny generation worry about a
| ot, not because it limts our opportunities but
because it's limting the opportunities for the next
generation of wonen | awers. Peopl e | ook at their
future career opportunities for success and then
make judgments about whether they will actually
choose | aw, nedi ci ne, engineering, academ cs,

t echnol ogy. They make judgnents based on the

successes they've seen the people that have gone
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before them have had.

So | think for that reason alone, it's an
I nportant question to ask, and it's being asked, and
there are a | ot of answers that have been suggest ed.
"' mnot sure anybody has the real answer. But today
the | egal profession, in ny judgnent, is fully
accepting of wonen as | awers. The inportant point
I n our success, however, has been sonet hi ng peopl e
rarely tal k about, and that has been the acceptance
of clients of wonen as their | awer.

When | first started practicing |aw, there was
actually a firmclient who refused to have a wonan
work on his matter, absolutely refused to let ne
work on a case. The firm accepted that. This was a
good client, clients rule, and they accepted that.
Many years later, that client and | were very good

friends and he had changed his m nd.

Today, there's a general -- anong the
clients -- and when | use the word "clients,” |I'm
tal ki ng about private clients; |I'mtalking about a
corporate client; I'mtal king about the public, if
you're a judge; |I'mtal king about often people in

governnmental positions that are very inportant, the
peopl e you serve as a | awer, a broad base of people

as clients.
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Clients don't care whether you're a nale or a
female. They're very sophisticated. They do want a
personal relationship with you, but they want
results. They want the person that represents them
to be the person that can get that divorce for them
that can close that deal, that can win that |awsuit,
that can make themfeel |ike they are the nost
| nportant person in your daily activities.

And t hey want sonebody they can afford. They
want sonebody that returns their phone calls, but
they don't necessarily want a nale or a female. And
that has created a huge |leveling inpact in the
pr of essi on.

| ndeed, | see today that sonme of the best
rai nnmakers, the people that bring business into | aw
firms, are wonen. Wbonen are taking | eadership roles
at the Bar. Certainly in Florida, we're very proud
that the Chief Justice of our Suprene Court is a
woman. And she's the third woman that's been the
Chi ef Justice of our Supreme Court. The United
States Suprene Court at one point in the
not -t oo-di stant past, Sandra Day O Connor was the
| eader of the Court and perhaps the npbst respected
| awyer in Anerica and maybe even the world. Today,

there are two wonen on the United States Suprene
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Court, each in their own right | eaders and respected
by their coll eagues.

So there are many, many -- there are many, many
new t hi ngs today. People accept and take for
granted that wonen are going to be | awers.

I"ve talked a little bit about history. One of
t he keys over the years to the success of wonen has
been the kind of opportunities they have to actually
be a | awyer, the kinds of clients that they get,
whet her there was a fear in the early days wonen
woul d be pi geonhol ed into doi ng donestic work or
estates and trusts or sonething peopl e thought was
nore appropriate for wonmen.

That is -- nothing could be further fromthe
truth today. Wnen are -- wonen have benefited
dramatically from specialization, fromthe ability
to becone the best securities |awer, to becone the
best appell ate | awer, the best divorce | awer, the
best corporate | awer. \Watever it is, clients want
the best, and specialization allows wonen to create
an area that they can excel in, that they are the
go-to person. And | think that is sonething that
w Il continue, particularly as technol ogy changes,
not just everything, but especially how we practice

| aw and how we interact with our clients. The
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speci ali zati on and expertise beconme even nore
critical differentiators.

At that, | would turn to today and per haps
recommendations for the future. And the first one |
woul d say i s:

Don't forget you are a wonan. Your wonen
friends will be inmportant assets to you in good
days, when you cel ebrate, and with the hard days,
when you still have chall enges that you face,
whet her it's because of your famly or your children
or just your job. Don't forget you' re a woman and
cherish and really nuture your friendships with
Wormen.

But al so, think about your day. You can't do
it all. The day of a generalist is over. Think
about what you like to do, what you' re good at, and
becone a specialist. Create a reputation for
yourself. Create a brand. WMake sure the brand
I ncl udes excell ence, but create an area where you
can control what you do and where you can be the
person that others seek out for their advice and
counsel and to represent them

Be a part of your community. Don't just be a
| awyer who provi des services to soneone who's goi ng

to pay you for those, although that's certainly
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I nportant and that's really -- it is a job as well
as a profession. But contribute to your community
so you're known as sonebody who cares about the
people who live and work in your conmunity and who
wll cone to you to ask you for your help as a

| awyer. Your comunity can be a small comunity; it
can be a state community; it can be a national. But
be part of your community. Be sonebody in your
community. And if you are, people will cone to you
because they want to associate with people who are
sonebody.

Take advant age of technol ogy. One the biggest
chal | enges that we see in our law firmtoday wth
many, nmany wonen -- particularly young wonen, but
al so young nen, increasingly -- is how do they
bal ance the many demands on their |ife? How do they
bal ance their conpeting needs, the things they want
to do, children, jobs? Being a |lawer is a
pretty -- it's pretty intense, driven profession.
And the ability to have a famly, have a career
have a |life, has becone increasingly difficult in
t oday' s environnent.

One of the things that you can do that w ||
all ow you to manage that is to take advantage of

technology. It used to be inportant to be in an
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office at your desk every day. You can be an

i nternational |awer in your garage today. You can
represent people all over the world and never | eave
your hone office. You don't have to be at the
office every day. You can nanage and control your
life if you can manage and control technol ogy.

| can't even fathomwhat it's going to be |like
five years fromnow, just |ooking at what it is
today. But | think just as clients have been a
great | eveler and have nade opportunities for wonen
real, technology is really going to be the thing
that finally takes our profession and nakes it
gender-neutral. It wll really be based on results,
conpet ence, expertise. You can still have a
rel ati onship with soneone even if you do it froma
conputer. You can still devel op that personal
rapport and respect and goodwi Il that's so inportant
as a |lawer even if you do it renotely.

So ny recommendation to you is to be proud of
being a | awer, don't forget you' re a wonman, and
don't forget your obligations to your profession and
your community, and nost of all, don't forget to
have fun, because | think it's the greatest
profession in the world.

MS. GARRETT: That's a very tough act to
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follow, and 1'd like to ask Ms. Crano to share with
us next.

MS. CRANO. Do you mind if | sit here?

MS. GARRETT: No, not all. Please do.

MS. CRANC | hope you'll be able to hear ne.

I thought | would sinply rem ni sce about ny
wanting to be an attorney. | have no special pearls
of wisdomto inpart to you. But when | was going to
college in Pittsburgh, | decided |I needed
br oadening, so | enrolled in | aw school in
Washi ngton, D.C.

And | really liked it. There were five wonen
in nmy law class at that tine. But during the tine
that I was in |law school, | was working, as well,
and | worked for a devel oper who was devel opi ng
I ndi an Lake Estates, so | would nake trips down to
Fl orida occasionally. And when | graduated and I
was admtted to the District of Colunbia Bar in
1960, | was asked to cone down to Florida to the
devel opnment for about six nonths concerning
contracts and so forth.

So | agreed, and while | was here, | decided to
take the Florida Bar. And -- with all plans of
goi ng back to Washington. And | nmade sone visits to

t he courthouse and |iked the atnosphere. And it was
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the old courthouse, incidentally, which | just

| oved. And the judges were very helpful. | never
felt that there was any feeling that because | was a
wonen attorney that they should be treating you
differently. As a matter of fact, | recal

Judge Love constantly calling ne "M ss Marie."

And | was admtted in Florida in 1961 and
decided that | would stay. And eventually | opened
ny office in Frostproof, and of course, the judges
and the attorneys would say, "Frostproof, where is
that?" You know. And -- but | enjoyed the practice
there. The people were wonderful. | represented a
| ot of the small grove owners, 100 acres, 200 acres;
formed their corporations and fromtine to tine
woul d transfer stock. | started that with themto
the children so that their estate would even out
upon death, and they liked it.

I thoroughly enjoyed the clients that | had,
and | nust say that the majority of ny clients were
mal e, not female. And they would call ne sonetine
during the day and say, "Ms. Crano, |'ve got to talk
to you. 1've got a problem"” And |I would say
"okay," and usually they could conme right in. And
t hey knew what they wanted to do; they just wanted

to be quite sure it was going to be legal. And so
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we had a -- we really had a great tine. | enjoyed

all of ny clients.

And then fromthere, | noved to Lake Wl es,
because | needed a | arger office. |Incidentally,
while | was in Frostproof, | was City Attorney for

five years and City Judge for one. That was just
prior to the tinme that the constitution changed and
the county courts were then started.

I noved to Lake Wal es and bought a buil di ng
and, of course, ny clients all came to Lake Wil es.
And one of them was nice enough to tell ne that he
would go to Tanpa if | noved to Tanpa. So | really
don't think that, even though it was in the '60s and
'70s, that we had nuch of a problem being fenale.

I then, during that period of tinme, the | ast 13
years of ny practice, | represented First Federal
Savi ngs and Loan as well as ny regular clients. And
then | retired in 2001 and sold ny buil ding, and
today | ammaintaining ny license to provide sone
free legal work. And | do that in Wnter Haven, and
Wnter Haven is great. They have a library that |
t hi nk you would thoroughly enjoy that has snall
conference roons, and you can reserve those roons
free of rent and have your conferences. So | neet a

| ot of the clients there. And then | also neet with
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them at St. Joseph's in Lakeland, and they let ne
have an office in their office building.

And the -- the |legal problens that | have with
t hese people today are varied, quite varied, as a
matter of fact. And the last one that | -- of
course, | have about 14 of them now that | haven't
conpl eted, and one | was talking with yesterday
concer ned expunging a record. And of course, |
haven't done that, so I was thinking that | had now
made a friend and I will get sone help. Teach ne.

MS. GARRETT: We call that "networking."

MS. CRANO. So | can't really tell you anything
nore about it, but | nust say that | thoroughly
enj oyed the practice of | aw It was 40 years of
practice, and 10 after ny retirenent. So | would
recommend it to any wonan that wanted to consi der
it.

MS. GARRETT: Thank you very nuch.

MS. CRANGC M pl easure.

MS. GARRETT: Judge Roberts, would you like to
use the podi unf

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yes ma' am

MS. GARRETT: Okay.

JUDGE ROBERTS: | see ny résune.

What was the practice of law |like for ne when |
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cane to Lakeland in 19707

There was only one femal e | awer in Lakel and at
the tine, and that was Ms. Ellis. And she did
research for her husband and his | aw partners, and I
never net her.

Mart ha Barnett canme to Lakeland to practice |aw
at about that sane tinme. Nearly two years |later,

i ncidentally, we were both pregnant. W wore our
dark hair | ong, and the uniform back then for wonen
| awers was skirted suits with a scarf or bow at the
neck of your tailored shirts, kind of Iike we
dressed |li ke a guy. People got ne and Mart ha
confused wth each other, and that resulted in the
opi nion that we were very energetic, and that

hel ped.

You may have known or net Arthenia Joyner. She
appear ed upon the scene not too much after Martha
and | got here. Arthenia was a graduate of the | ast
class of A&M Col | ege of Law, and | graduated in the
first class of FSU s Col | ege of Law.

Arthenia's father lived in Lakel and, so she
woul d cone to Tanpa to represent her dad and his
nei ghbors and friends. And she would cone to City
Court, and that's where | saw the nost of her.

Arthenia is now a representative in the Florida

Sclafani Williams Court Reporters, Inc.
1-866-SET-DEPO




© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
gag A W N P O O 00 N O O pd~ W N -, O

37

Legi sl ature fromHi ||l sborough County.

At the tinme when | cane here, there were four
prom nent local law firms. And | can't renmenber the
nanes of them except for one, and that was the one
where Judge diver G een practiced. It was the
Oxfords, right?

RETI RED SENI OR JUDGE GREEN: ( Noddi ng head.)

JUDGE ROBERTS: | forgot the other three nanes,
but anyway.

Was it difficult to get a job? In alaw firm
yes. Like Ms. Crano said, they didn't know what to
do with you. You're a female | awer; they probably
t hought that was an oxynoron. And they did not know
what to do with you.

I remenber the law wves telling me they'd |ike
for me to join their group, but they didn't know
what to do with ne. | wasn't married to a | awer at
the time, so they -- you know, eventually, though,

people figured it out.

I worked -- | did get a job on the District
Court of Appeal because ny father had been -- he was
a Crcuit Judge also -- had been in the Legislature

w th Judge Wodie Lyles fromHillsborough County.
And Judge Lyl es was, of course, on the Second

District Court of Appeal, and |I becane his | aw
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cl erk.
Peopl e got the inpression or had the
i mpression, | noticed, like Martha referred to, that

t hey t hought wonen | awyers were very smart and

diligent. Harvey Kornstein said that wonen ki nd of
paid attention to detail, and that's what people
have general ly thought, | think, about wonen | awyers

the whole tinme |I've been one.

Prior to having a job practicing law, | had
been interviewed by many law firns, and each one
asked ne if | could type and did | intend to get
pregnant. You know, they didn't know what to do
W th us.

After the law clerk position ended, | got a job
working with a sole practitioner in Lakel and. My
participation in his practice was limted, and after
a while, | opened ny own office. | then represented
men and wonmen, but the wonen were single, nostly.
They weren't married. Very few wonmen even thought
about hiring a lawer in the early '70s.

At that tine, wonen could not obtain a nortgage
unl ess their husbands or fathers signed on as
guarantors. W were still considered to be chattel;
but the | aw did change, thankfully, a couple of

years after that.
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I worked in the Gty Court, appointed by the
Cty Comm ssioners, as their first public defender.
They didn't know what to do with ne. | got paid $35
a case, and there were only two people that |
represented and they got appointed -- or | got
appointed to represent.

I was then pronpted to prosecutor and then
becane the Lakeland Gty Judge. | left -- 1 left
that part-tine job and ny practice in ny other
part-tinme job with Pol k County Legal Aid to run for
a County Judge seat about eight years | ater. | took
Judge Strickland's place. And I know you stil
renmenber Judge Tim Strickl and. Hi s nane was on the
door, or on the wall next to the door. And I
couldn't get anybody to put ny name up there, so |
filed a petition with Judge Dewell to change ny nane
to conformto the nane on ny door. And then they
put ny nane out.

Back then, | was in the old courthouse that
Mari e was tal king about. They didn't have wonen's
bat hroons, so they devised this system about a |ight
over the door, and it really didn't work.

Let's see. Wihen | started ny practice, | was
not aware that there was a | ocal fee schedul e.

violated it and was chasti sed by a Bar nenber and
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told not to do it again. There were no Bar
Associ ati on neetings where one could | earn of such
things at the tinme that | was aware of.

Wnen | awers needed a nale | awer then to
vouch for us to other Bar nenbers and to potenti al
clients. Two hel ped ne.

One was Parkhill Mays. It's interesting that
his father and ny grandfather were in the
Legislature in the 1890s in Florida, and they both
signed on that constitution that was passed around
that tine; it was before then. Anyway,

Parkhill Mays told people that | thought |ike a nan.
That was very helpful at the tine, and it certainly
made it possible for nme to earn a living practicing
| aw. Nowadays, | really think it's insulting to be
told that you think |ike a man, but back then, it

was a blessing. It was an econom c blessing to ne.

Bobby St okes, or Robert Stokes, who was a
Crcuit Judge, becanme a Circuit Judge | ater on,
hel ped ne figure out to how to do the work | was
hired to do for ny first clients. Filling in deed
forns was not sonething |I learned in | aw school, and
nei t her was how to act in court before a Judge.
Judge Stokes was a great exanple for ne. He

practiced in City Court, where | worked as a
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prosecutor, so |l was in there all the tine. So I
had the opportunity to watch himwork his nmagic in
the courtroom and he was really sonething el se.
Hi s office was on the far side of the parking | ot
frommne, and | asked hima | ot of questions. He
was patient and gracious, and every now and then,
he'd give me sone work that |I'd get paid for to do.

Bi Il Bl akenan was ny supervising attorney at
Legal Aid. He hired ne and hel ped ne | earn a great
deal of civil law. W had a lot of interesting
questions cone into Legal A d back then.

Judge Ed Threadgill, who | ater becane a Second
District Court of Appeals Judge, and | shared office
space as county judges. He hel ped ne |l earn how to
stop being an advocate and act |ike a Judge. That
was before judges' schools cane along. There were
no ot her wonen judges at the tine.

Mart ha tal ked about not having a rol e nodel,
and we just didn't have any role nodels. 1In the
1970s, there were only 100 | awers in Pol k County,
as | recall, and we all knew each other. Can you
I magi ne, 100 | awers in the whole county?

Anot her | awyer who hel ped nme figure out how to
do things like witing appellate briefs was

Bob Trohn. He was encouragi ng and sent ne work from
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time to tine.

You know, you had to have nen help you |earn
how to get your point across while you thought I|ike
a man and acted |like a |lady. There were no wonen
| awers who had any hearing room or courtroom
experience at that time, except for Marie, but |ike,
she was too far away, so you couldn't exactly wal k
to Frostproof and ask her a question in 10 m nutes.
And there was Clara Gyn, in Gainesville, too far
away and dealing with a different community of
| awyers and clients.

What changes wth wonen | awyers have | seen?
|'"ve had the privilege fromthe catbird' s seat of
wat chi ng wonen becone very good trial |awers, wonen
li ke Ms. Garrett, who's noderating this panel, are
very good attorneys who are not afraid to try any
sort of case. That wasn't sonething that was
encour aged when | started.

My first jury trial was with Judge Langston,
not that he wasn't encouraging, but it was with him
and it was a crimnal case, and I was |lost. You
know, Marion Moorman trains his people very well;
but when you're one of the first ones, there ain't
nobody to train you.

Civil matters were what first cane to be
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handl ed by wonen. | guess it was what was
accept abl e, though we did -- | guess you'd cal
It -- advance to the courtroom when wonen, the
wonen that | knew, did stuff |ike drafting

petitions, orders, they wote orders, they wote
letters, they wote briefs, they consulted with
clients.

That's what Martha did. So our careers took
different paths and | didn't see much of her,
particularly after she noved to Tall ahassee. But
she is a great friend. | could call her at any tine
and talk to her about whatever and she'd tell ne.

Most of the | awers globally are wonmen, and
that's been true for a very long tine. I renenber
hearing that right after | graduated from FSU s
Col | ege of Law. And people told nme that, you know,
the doors were w de open; that people would -- the
general public would cone to realize that wonen were
a good idea as a | awer, and they'd just start
hiring us.

And | encourage wonen to continue to do
whatever it is you' re doing, and | encourage you
that things are going to continue to change. They
are. And one day Martha Barnett will not be the

only wonen to have been the president of the
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Aneri can Bar Associ ation.

Thank you for |istening.

MS. GARRETT: We do have sone tine avail abl e,
and I'd like to open up the opportunity for
questi ons.

Any questions anybody feels appropriate for
Ms. Loquasto in Tall ahassee and al so for our panel
her e?

Ch, cone on, folks.

AUDI ENCE: | just have a general question.

Has there been a wonen as a chief Judge in this
circuit?

JUDGE ROBERTS: No.

AUDI ENCE: There hasn't been since |'ve been
ar ound.

MS. GARRETT: (Good question. Thank you.

Anot her question? Yes sir.

AUDI ENCE: Does anybody renenber
Andr ea Bat eman?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yes.

AUDI ENCE: | believe she was possibly the first
femal e prosecut or

JUDGE ROBERTS: | think she was.

AUDI ENCE: So | think she deserves to be

renenber ed.
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JUDGE ROBERTS: Didn't she cone from
Washi ngton, D.C., al so?

AUDI ENCE: | don't recall. She was a very
brave young wonman; and | don't think she was
di scri m nated agai nst, but of course there were a
| ot of expectations about whether she woul d behave
i ke a man.

MS. GARRETT: Pl ease speak to that.

JUDGE ROBERTS: Andrea wasn't street-snmart, you
know, and that's the only thing | noticed about her.
She knew the | aw, she knew how to behave in a
courtroom but she really had a hard tine
communi cating with some of the people that she
repr esent ed.

AUDI ENCE: Well, | think that we were all young
turkeys back then, the nen, and so, you know, we
expected her to act like us and fight |ike us, and
she didn't. But she was a fantastic attorney and a
wonder ful person, and | just think that she needs to
be renenbered.

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yes. She was a good attorney.

AUDI ENCE: Last | heard of her, she was in
O | ando.

M5. GARRETT: And that seens to have been a

thenme, the difference in expectations of what a
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| awyer | ooks |ike when the |lawer is a wonan and a
| awyer is a man.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: | have just a few
questi ons.

Ms. Crano, you were a nunicipal --

MS. CRANO. | can't hear you.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: You were a
muni ci pal Judge?

M5. CRANO | can't hear.

MS. GARRETT: You were a City Judge, right?

M5. CRANO A City Judge, just for about a
year .

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: When was that ?
What year was that?

MS. CRANC | think that was just prior to '68.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: SO0 you were
probably -- I"'mtrying to get this straight. That's
what | was trying to find out.

JUDGE ROBERTS: | think we were about the sane
tinme.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: Muni ci pal judges
about the sanme tinme?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Uh- hum

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: Ckay. SO you were

the two first wonen judges and you were nuni ci pal
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j udges about the sanme tine?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yes, about.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: But in different
parts of the county?

MS. CRANO. Yes. She was the big one.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: Judge Roberts, |et
nme get this straight. You were in the first
graduating class of FSU Law School; is that right?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Uh- hum

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: You were -- were
you the first woman to graduate from FSU Law School ?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yes.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: And were there --
in the context of FSU Law School and the graduates,
where were you on whether you were the first to
becone a judge?

JUDGE ROBERTS: | was the first to becone a
Judge from FSU

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: From FSU Law
School, first class, first woman graduate, first to
becone a judge. That's pretty anmazi ng.

(Appl ause.)

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: And you were al so
the first femal e County Judge here in Pol k County,
ri ght?
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JUDGE ROBERTS: Yeah.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: And the first
female Crcuit Judge here in Pol k County, as well?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Judge Fulmer was first circuit
Judge.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: Judge Ful ner was
the first Crcuit Judge, and then it was you?

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yes.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: That's amazi ng.
Thank you very nuch.

MS. GARRETT: Renee, you had a question?

AUDI ENCE: | do. You had both tal ked about the
reception, | guess, that you got from nen, not
only --

MS. CRANC | have difficulty hearing.

MS. GARRETT: [I'Il repeat it for you.

AUDI ENCE: The question is, you tal ked about
the reception that you got from nen, not only nen
| awyers but just nen in general, at the tinme that
you started. Wat kind of a reception did you get,
how were you treated by wonen, not only other
pr of essi onal wonen in your work, but secretaries or
support staff or wonen in the community?

MS. GARRETT: So the question is, y'all both

nmenti oned the reception that you got from nen, both
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clients, other lawers in the comunity, but what
was the reception that you got from wonen, wonen
clients, wonen in the community, wonen enpl oyees
such as secretaries, et cetera?

MS. CRANC It was fine. | had no problem

JUDGE ROBERTS: They just didn't know what to
do with us.

MS. CRANO. They did think we were pretty
smart .

JUDGE ROBERTS: Yeah, that.

AUDI ENCE: Thank you.

MS. GARRETT: Yes sir.

AUDI ENCE: | actually have the same question,
but in terns of the reaction fromjuries.

Did you guys feel |like you were treated any
differently by the juries? D d they |ook at you any
differently or expect anything different?

JUDGE ROBERTS: No.

MS. GARRETT: The question is the jury, how the

jury nenbers treated you when you appeared in front

of a jury.

MS. CRANC | don't think there was any problem
with that.

Al t hough I must say, |I'll have to tell you,

once | was wal ki ng out and one of the nale clients
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said, "I like your suit.” And | said, "I |ike yours
too. "

And the other -- and the other attorney
grabbed ne, Robin G bson, Robin G bson said, "Marie,
you don't care how you win a case, do you."

MS. GARRETT: That's very good.

Okay, yes.

MR. MASLANI K:  This is a question for all the
panel, and you don't have to nane nanes or anything
li ke that. But 1've always w shed that, you know,
once a nonth you could say whatever you really
t hought about what a judge said to you or did to you
in a particular situation, and I want to ask you all
If you could tell us if you ever had that one
particul ar situati on where you were treated in a
prejudicial way by a judge that you wi sh you could
have said what was really on your mnd, if you could
tell us about that experience.

MS. GARRETT: Okay. So Austin is asking if
there was, in the interest of |ike an amesty, if
there was ever a nonent that you could feel like --

I f you could say whatever you really wanted to
soneone, because of the way that they treated you,
especially a judge, what you would say and what that

m ght have been.
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Judge Roberts says not hi ng.

JUDGE ROBERTS: Sone of the judges were
protective of their courtroons or -- | don't know
what . | think it had to do with territory, but |I'm
not sure. But, like, a judge is a judge is a judge,
and they never forget, |'ve always figured. So you,
i ke, keep your nouth shut. It's called respect.

MS. GARRETT: Did you ever have a nonent,

Ms. Crano, where you felt you' d |like to say
sonet hi ng back about the way you were treated?

MS. CRANO  Ung-ugh. This may not be exactly
relevant, but | think I told you that once | was
trying to make a point that -- before Judge WI son,
and he | ooked down at ne and he said, "I'm not
I npressed with the force of your argunent.” So that
m ght have been sonething simlar.

MS. GARRETT: Okay. Thank you.

Yes ma' am

AUDI ENCE: Ms. Loquasto, this is directed
towards you. | have your book here.

Can you hear ne okay?

MS. LOQUASTO. Yes, | can hear you. Can you

hear ne?
AUDI ENCE: Yes, | can.
Ckay. I n your book, you nentioned al nost al
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of the 150 wonmen | awers had extracurricul ar or
extra-work activities; they were nmenbers of the Red
Cross, Order of the Eastern Star, different
political parties.

Why do you believe that is, and do you feel

it's still inportant for us to be nenbers of
di fferent organi zations, as well, today?
M5, LOQUASTO | think that early wonen | awers

were involved in all those activities because that's
where they -- they were active, determ ned wonen who
wanted to make society better in sone way, and they
could do it through those organi zati ons.

| also think that they learned a | ot of their
| eadership skills by being involved in those
organi zations, the sane way that we do today. You
know, you start in your |ocal voluntary Bar
Associ ati on and you nove up to | eadership positions
there, you know, with your wonen's organi zati ons,
and then you nove into the total Bar Associ ation
that's nen and wonen, and then you nove into the
State | evel.

And you learn the skills that bring you respect
w th your coll eagues by being involved in these
organi zations, and that's the sane thing that Martha

said: Be involved in your comunity. Doesn't
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matter whether it's the Red Cross or it's a part of

the Bar Association. |If you're a person that's
active in those -- in those organi zati ons, and you
do well, people wll cone to you and you'll get the

skills to be able to nove up

I think that's exactly what these early wonen
| awyers did.

MS. GARRETT: Thank you. | think that really
is true. And it's all kinds of organizations, as
wel | . It can be religious -- could be church
organi zations, could be the Rotary, could be the
Lions Club, it could be any kind of group that gets
you in front of the public and gets you in a
| eader ship position, |leads to the recognition by the
public at |arge.

Judge Green?

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: Ms. Loquast o,
sonething that | found very inpressive about
Ms. Pinnell and Ms. Johnson is to set themin the
context of the other folks with which they were
practicing the Bar at the tine.

Now, it's ny understanding that people were
admtted -- could be admtted by circuit judges
around the State; that your research was focused,

because you had limted resources, with the Florida
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Suprene Court records and who was adm tted through
the Florida Suprene Court. And according to the
Fl ori da Suprene Court records, these were the first
two wonen in the 1899 Bar conposite, which, by the
way, a copy is hanging in the Boswell & Dunlap |aw
firm

But, anyway, could you nention just the other
fol ks, what kind of people that they were -- that
those two wonmen were practicing with at the tine in
18997

MS. LOQUASTO Well, we really don't know nuch
about Alice Johnson. But Louise Pinnell had a very
successful career in the railroad industry. She was
from Bronson, which | think is not really near you,
Levy County, Hernando County, in through there. Her
dad was a |l awer in Mssouri, and then he cane down,
and if you -- | learned a lot of railroad history
when | researched her, because her career really
went wth the expansion of the railroads in Florida.
And her dad had represented railroad people in

M ssouri, and they did the sane when they cane to

Br onson.
And she then worked in -- she went to work for
a nman naned -- called St. Clair-Abrans in

Jacksonvill e, who al so represented railroads. And
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at the tine, you know, that's in the 1900s, early
1900 to 1922 or '3 that she worked for him and then
she worked for Henry Flagler with the Florida East
Coast Railway until 1948.

She did real estate |law, which was a
confortable place for wonen | awers. You know, |
t hi nk other have alluded to that, transition work,
transacti on work, rather than courtroom work, where
wonen could find better jobs, and she did real
estate. And there was all sorts of -- if you
understand railroad history, there was all sorts of
litigation about that, about how nmuch they could
charge to carry their cargo and | and acqui sitions
because they were building the railroads and
expandi ng.

So they did that. |I.

Really -- we don't really know nmuch about
Ali ce Johnson to know what she did do. But that's
what nost of the wonen | awers did, was a | ot of the
transacti on work, probate, wills and estates. It
was a confortable place for themto be. O they
wor ked as | egal secretaries and as | aw cl erks for
j udges.

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN. Well, back in

1899, they were also practicing a lot with veterans
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fromthe Cvil War; is that correct?

MS. LOQUASTO Wl l, they woul d have been --
yeah, they woul d have been practicing with them but
I think -- and | guess you' ve asked ne that question
before and |' m not sure what the connection of that
I's, what you nean by that; that sonehow the veterans
of the Cvil War treated themdifferently or better
or --

JUDGE MARY CATHERI NE GREEN: It's just an
amazi ng context for everyone, that at the time, it
was -- there was -- that there were nmany peopl e that
went into the practice of |aw after the war with
di fferent experiences. And it nust have been a very
colorful Bar at the tinme for these wonen as well| as
for the others.

M5. LOQUASTO You know, as | said, the
rail road, | nean, the expansion to the frontier
brought t hem down, and then a | ot of wonen | awers
cane to Florida. They nobved here from ot her areas.
And so the fact that they -- a lot of them Iike
Loui se Pinnell came from M ssouri; of course she
wasn't a |lawer there, but a | ot of the wonen
| awyers noved here from ot her states and havi ng gone
to |l aw schools. And we didn't have a Law School in

Fl orida until 1900.
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So, yes, you could read the |l aw, you could be
an apprentice to beconme a | awer, and you coul d be
admtted at the circuit |evel by just, you know,
associating with a law -- a local judge, a |ocal
| awyer, and |learn the |aw through practicing -- not
practicing, but through apprentice work with them
and then you would take the Bar exam nation and be
adm tt ed.

Qur first Law School was Stetson. Then there
Is UF, but they didn't admt wonen until 1925, and
Mam is 1928. And then you don't get into FSU and
FAMJU, FAMJ s | think '59 or '58, |ate 50s, and they
went through the 60s, and UF, and FSU s not until,
li ke, '"69, '70, in through there.

So you had to at sone point, and I'"'mnot really
sure how |l ong that apprentice part went, but pretty
far up until maybe even the Second World War, after
t hat .

MS. GARRETT: Judge Roberts points out that it
was '67, '66, when FSU Law School began.

MS. LOQUASTO. Ckay, yeah.

MS. GARRETT: Okay.

Question, yes.

AUDI ENCE: | just have a story to tell.

When | cane in 1981, | was interning at the
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Public Defender's Ofice and | had an interview with
alaw firm And it went very poorly, about what |

m ght expect as a fenale attorney in Polk County,
and that | mght be expected to nmake coffee and this
and that; very uninspiring interview. So | cane
back to the office and Judge Davis, Charlie Davis,
had his desk right outside m ne, and he goes, "You
need to talk to Judge Roberts.™

So he call ed Judge Roberts and Judge Roberts
says, "I'll neet you for lunch.” | think it was the
next day, and she brought Amanda Trawi ck wi th her.
And so the three of us had lunch and told ne to
i gnore everything that 1'd heard; that it wasn't
like that. And I'"'mhere to say that it wasn't |iKke
that, and |I've had a great experience practicing in
Pol k County.

But |1've al ways appreciated that,

Judge Roberts.

MS. GARRETT: Yes sir.

AUDI ENCE: 'l add to that.

In the '70s, '80s, and early '90s, when | was
getting into divorce work, and there was a noted
predi sposition for the men who were on the other
side of the divorces where | was representing the

woman to seek out fenale |l awers. And the reason
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for that was by having a female | awer, it was kind
of |Iike she was vouching that they weren't as bad as
they were being nmade out to be. So it was kind of

| i ke reverse discrimnation. It really did happen a
| ot .

MS. GARRETT: The idea was using sonme aspect of
your | awer to vouch for you. | think that's a | ong
tradition.

AUDI ENCE: That's the way | took it.

MS. GARRETT: Yes ma' am

AUDI ENCE: | was really inpressed with the | aw
field and so forth. Wiy wasn't there a pay scale or
attorneys' fees charged for thenf

MS. GARRETT: The question was about as
attorneys progressed, what was the pay scale |like,
or were you paid --

JUDGE ROBERTS: Mor e.

MS. GARRETT: What was the pay scale |like? Dd

it change or do you see any difference?

5

Crano, did you see any difference.
CRANO Pay scal e.

GARRETT: Yes.

CRANO.  What you woul d charge?
GARRETT: Fees, yes ma' am

5 50 B o

CRANO What you would charge. Oh, well, |
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think it was -- we started with sonething |ike $20
an hour at that tinme, way back then.

JUDGE ROBERTS: Well, don't forget there was a
fee schedule in place in Lakel and. | don't renenber
if it was the entire county, but you' d really get in
trouble i f you kept going under it or you went way
over it. But we did make npbre nobney as tine went
on.

MS. GARRETT: As hopefully have we all.

Yes sir.

MR. BRANDON: | had the privilege of initiating
nmy practice wth Judge Roberts and Marie Crano and
Mart ha Barnett, and for the life of ne, it seened to
me like they all just fit in. | can't remenber -- |
just renenber having cases with them

But | really wanted to nake reference to
Attorney CGeneral Janet Reno and the reference to
Attorney CGeneral. She, on her invitation to cone to
Mam , | happened to be on the executive commttee
of the Florida Bar Board of Governors, and she had
been invited by the president of the Florida Bar,
Edith Gsnond, to cone down to that first major
cel ebrati on of wonen | awers and their contri bution
to the Florida Bar.

But as a result of her decision in the Elian
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Gonzal ez case, there was a maj or push back from
Mam to disinvite her to that function. It was
very enotional. The board, | know the executive
commttee, |ooked at it and evaluated it.

Edith Gsnond wanted her to cone. The deci sion was
made by the board for her to cone.

But the point I'd like to make: She really
attended that function; that was her first return,
as was pointed out, to Mam . Very enotionally
charged atnosphere. Many peopl e i n Washi ngt on
advi sed her not to conme for fear of her -- concern
for her life at that point in tine. And she stood
up and certainly attended, gave a great
presentation, but | think it's certainly reflective
of her courage and the chall enge that she was
faci ng, and she just noved forward.

MS. GARRETT: And | think that's -- Janet Reno
was a wonan attorney of Florida that we're very
proud of, and justifiably, for that and other
reasons.

I saw anot her hand sonewher e. | think we have
time for one nore question?

Yes, Judge G een?

RETI RED JUDGE OLI VER GREEN: My question is

sonewhat to endorse what Jack Brandon just said.
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Mari e Crano nentioned the attorneys from
Frostproof, and this is probably an anci ent but
I n-house belief. O the attorneys from Frostproof,
namely Marie Alice Crano and David Hi ggi nbottom
there couldn't have been nore of a contrasting
appearance in court, really.

And that's not intended as a negative conmnent
agai nst either, except that Marie fromDay 1 was
al ways conposed; she never wasted your tine; she was
absol utely prepared. David, on the other hand,

would cone in with theories that never occurred to

you.
Jack, am | exaggerating?
MR. BRANDON: No, that's the truth.
RETI RED JUDGE OLI VER GREEN: It was just a
pl easure. It was actually fun working with

M. Higginbottom also, but it was better to go
t hrough one with Mari e.

MS. GARRETT: Thank you very nuch.

Well, we appreciate your com ng and we | ook
forward to sharing with you in the next presentation
on March 17th wth Judge Sal ci nes and Judge G een.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
THEREUPON, t he Proceedi ngs were concl uded.
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF POLK

I, Trina B. Wll sl ager, Regi stered Professional
Reporter, do hereby certify that | was authorized to and
did report in Stenotypy and el ectronically the foregoing
proceedi ngs and evidence in the captioned case and that
t he foregoi ng pages constitute a true and correct

transcription of nmy recordi ngs thereof.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto affixed ny
hand this 12th day of April, 2010, at Lakel and, Pol k
County, Florida.

TRI NA B. WELLSLAGER RPR
SCLAFANI W LLI AM5 COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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