LATE: March 14, 1981, 10:00 A.M.

PLACE?J‘Bartow,_Polk County, Florida

SUBJECT: Interview with Marshall H. Edwards, Attorney at Law, Retired
INTERVIEWER: J. Dale Durrance, Judge of the County Court

EDWARDS: My name is Marshall H. Edwards, Attorney at Law. I came
to Polk County in the summer of 1823. At that time, I had graduated
from the University of Illinois and had the employment with Chapman,
Cut;er, and Parker, a firm of bond attorneys in Chicago?f7ﬁuring the
summer months, I was going to high scheol, I worked for Harry Chapman
who was the county judce in Jersey County, I11., and ;hile working
for Earrxry Chapman I_Eet his brother, Ted Chapman, who formed the
flrm of Chapman, Gukter and Parker in Chicago. I studied law

at, Un. of I1l. solely for the purpose of practicing law with this

organization. It was a great opportunity for a young lawyer, -hewever

P

) %ﬁght after WWI, and in 1918 my father K amd mother asd older brotheg,&nzé Jé

made a trip to Florid;/and while here I more or less fell in love
with this state and thought that sometime I hight like to live here.
My salary with Chapman, Cutéér and Parker at that time was to be
5125 per month which was guite complimeﬁtary because at that time
the sons of rich parents were paying top law firms for the privilege
of their sons‘practicing law. However, I didn't like the idea of

spending my life in Chicago. My Dad who had studied law and was a

lawyer said, 1, "You do what you want to, Marshall,
but if I was a young man I would go to a new country and grow up '

with it.f_ASo, T suppose that is the motive that I had when I came to
Polk Coﬁ:i;:y As I said when I came here some four years before—that,

wHile I was still going to’ €He " Un, of-Ill. -and right after—Wi;—we

%%auelgd_gxnnnd_:he_stateﬁ_ourﬁfam;;¥+fand weﬁaL}mﬁe}lwin-ieve—withr4

“itT " So 1 came herefiﬁﬁ}923\ghylna the ‘summer months. At that time

the officers in Polk Cgunty were John Logan, Sheriff, John S. Edwards,

circuit judge, spessard Holland, county judge, J. D. Raulerson,was
Qs {4 )

clerk of court, J. P. Murdaugh/was tax collectord\Warren G. Jones

was tax assessor. When I got down here I found out that since I

hadn't practiced law in Ill. for five years it wagfnecessary for me
Lo beS
to take a bar examine. I found out that the firsttime I could take

the bar was in October of 192%,and at that time you had to take it
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before the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court consisted then of six
men and 'each justlce had you for half a day @fiff I recall very well
my experlence when I was ug there. iéimgéjigfﬁg%urggiall_thﬁ*;ngz;ggg
sJudge~G&en—@errell ;tandg%\Terrell ﬁad Just been appointed to the
Supreme Court and he as a long, tall, very friendly sort of fellow.
Be had been a school teaclherandturned 1awver aad—?e*;e%i-was*ane
of*tﬁE—justIce9ﬁmmiJuuLepuH&%meeﬂ—apﬁolnxed. I found the bar examination
in Florida to be very easy. I had the advantage of a full legal
education in that I had two years of prelegal at the Un. of Il1l. and
three years of lay/ﬁpd ﬁ?st Florida lawyers at that time just had at
the most two yearifﬁziﬁ-no prelegal. So I had the aévantage of having
a longer legal education over many young lawyers in Florida.
DURRANCE: Was the exam that they conducted the interviews strictly
oral questions or did you have any written?
EDWARDS: Nesx It was all written,end I remember this instance was
rather related to show what a kindly individual Judge Terrell was.
I was usually the_first oggrtg_g?E4EE;gEgE;__ﬂfm;_ggigk to ﬁ;}

——

was very easy,-@ﬂe bar examination;» I found out that I was known

as the young quy from Chlcaco who always got through first. So,

aﬁywa¥41turned in my papers and walked out. Some of the judges
would stay in there all the time, but Judge Terrell would walk in
and out aﬁd gave you the imbression that you were on your own, and
that he wasn't supervising you or interested in that. So, as I walked
out the 5udge-said to me, "What's the matter, young man, did you

. find it too difficult?* He thought I had thrown in the spounge,
and I said, "No, Judge, I'm through." He asked me what my name was
and T told him. He agsked me where I was froem and I told him T
was a graduate from the University of Illinois and why I came down
here. He said he could . understand why I found it easy. He told
me the secretary to the Governor was named Edwards and asked if I
would like to meet him. I told him it wonld be quite a privilege.
So, anyway, this man then walked all tﬂe way from the old Supreme
Court Building over to the Capitol and introduced me to, I think his
pname was Cally Edwards, who was then secretary. We talked and Judge
Terrell said that he thought I would have no trouble passing the Far

and was. sure I would be coming up here and whenever I came he wanted
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me to go see him amd it didn't make any difference before his

division or not, he wanted meAto come see him. So that was the
beginning of a long friendship that I had with Jﬁdge Terrell. %s

the years went by,George Garrett from Orlande .who opposed me in

many cases before the Supreme Court and who I represented one time

in a civil action against the american fruit growers,was also a

great friend of Judge Terrell and often times we went out to the
judge's house and would spend the evening with him. I found him

to be one of the most interesting, lovable irdividuals I ever knew.

He was really a great guy. I have his book, "Sayings of Judge
Terrell,"” and I have read it with much interest.

“DURRENCE: What-was your rirst—legal experience? —

EDWARDS: When I came back to Bartow after I had passed the bar
exarination, Polk County, and Bartow in general, during the summer
months were very dull, That summer I decided not to go back up

north, My father and mother were then liv;gg in Springfield, Ill, and
my brother was in Chicago working for Western Electric. He contemplated
getting married that fall and that probably changed my plans because
we would no longer live together in Chicago and my dad was working
for the internal revenue in Springfield,ﬁﬁd it wasn't much reason

for me to go back:4tsa‘£5at summer I worked in Spessard Holland's
office. I tried to find tentative employment here with the various
lawyers in Bartow but could find none. So I had journeyed over to
Tampa and héd a tentative offer with Whitaker, Hines, and Whitaker,
and Lane and Bussey in St., Petersburg, and I had planned to go there.
Well, when I came back after I passed the bar exam and dn—the—sunmier,
Holland told Huffaker that he thouolt I was a prospect and he had
bettef hire me. Huffaker hired me Janwary of 1924 and I worked fox
him for a year. Huffaker had been a school teacher; He was principal
of the schools in Bartow and studied law for one year at the University
of Florida,'iht he was quite proud of his achievement and had reason
to be. When I went up there he told me quite frankly that ye never
intended to change the name of his firm or his individual practice
and he felt that he had dug an individualality around that and didn't

want to change it. I told him that I understood guite well and I
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would llke to come up there and get a bit of experlence.ver last

year up at Il1l. I had done trial work and we also had moot court

and I liked trial work and Huffaker didn't, so I guess that is why he
was interésted in me. I remember soon after I was in Huffaker's
office: he had a case for trial down in Arcadia and we went down oﬁ
the train. So I got there and Prepared the case for trial. This

is interesting in that George Whitehurst had just been appointed
circuit judge and the lawyer on -the other side was Fairfax T.

Haskins from Sebring and it was his first case. It was interesting

in that it was the first case for tbe judge and for both of the lawyers,

so we had quite a time.
DURRANCE: Was that tried in Arcadia?

EDWARDS: Yes. It was tried in Arcadia; in the old courthouse which

is still there, ) x o ey
Yo pe vy N '"'k‘ S AR e e T e I

BURRANEE*—"Why did—you—c*me o Polk‘Cbunty t““' ractice Yawz -

EDWARDS : .When Ogear-and I started at Ruffaker's office where I

ﬁent in January, 1924, it was over what was the old State Bank which

is on the corner ﬁhere the present Florida First National Bank is

built -apd-that-was—Huffaker's office. of—~coursey—¥—went-up-there.

We just had three offices and were very crovded, asd ébross the hall

was Luke Johnsogyaﬁﬁ Leonard Boynton and Harry,Taylor. In 1924,1

was there and that is where the office was.

DURRANCE~¢“bid,§ou work for Mr. Huffaker?theﬁ?

EDWARDS: I worked for Huffaker for a year and at the end of the year

I had ten offers of partnership as I remember.

DURRANCE: How were you paid by Mr. Huffaker?

EDWARDS: I started out at $100 a month and about that time along

in 1924, the boom started and lawyers were very much in demand and

they started going from starvation situations to making big money.

I think I worked for Huffaker for a month for $100 and I was making

several thousands dollars a month after the Ffirst month., We were doing

mostly title work. The real estate practice came along and we

were doing contracts amd forming corporations and handling closings and

.80 forth., It was a big real estate practice. It was then lucrative.

"I kept on and Huffaker kept stepping me up and finally at the end of the

year, I don't recall what I was being paid, but I had an offer from

Callaway and Burris. I had several offers. Callaway and Burris was
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was Ef;?aps the leading law firm over in Lakeland. They represented
that Cleveland concern that came down and developed Clevelanqﬁ
Heights and built the clubhouse which is now the vacht club on the
lake. Callaway was one of the few republicans, but he had quite a
following and was a goa® getter, and-his—partner was - Burris. At that
time the other leading law firms in Lakeland was Carver and Langston
and they offered me a partnership. Then Tom Trantham's father,
Sim Trantham, was in the firm of Brvan and Trantham which was a
leading law firﬁjﬂ When I came to Bartow I remember there was thirty-.
three lawyers in Bartow. There was more lawyefs in Bartow than in
Lakeland. The only lawver now living in Lakeland that was here
then is Tom . He is way up in his nineties, I think. He is older
than I am. When I came to Bartow there were thirty-three lawyers-and
- they are all gone now.af® Bradley Wilson was the last of the thirty-
three and Bradwﬁgs been dead for about twenty years. Over in Winter
Haven there were about three 1awyeré. Don Register was there then.
Abe Summerlin was there then and a few more but there was not very
many lawyers in Winter Haven. I don't think there were any lawyers in
Haines City. Joht Dewell's father came there from Jacksonvillé about
that time, in the early twentlesfq)Then as the boom came along the
lawyers began to -come in from other states and so forth and law became
lucrative at that tlme. -I-remember after I told Mr. Huffaker that
I was going to go w1th Callaway and Burris he congratulated me and told
me that of course he didn't want to stand in the way of a young man
progressing. The next morning he came and and said that he and Mrs.
Huffaker héd discussed the matter and they had decided that if other
people could offer mela partnership, thfy could too. So I went in
with Huffaker on a fourth partnership, probably in 1925. I think it
was June 1, 1925. Callaway and Burris had offered me a fourth
partnership and had guaranteed me $10,000 for the first year which
was a sizable sum of money for a young lawver at that time. Huffaker
said he would not offer me any quarantee but he would give me a
fourth partnership. I recall that first Year I made something over
$9,000 for my fourth which means that Huffaker méde three times that

much. As time went on my interest in the firm of Huffaker and

B
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Edwaf&%qincreased and we became one of the old law firms in the county s
-%;éii found myself along in the '30s only getting half of the money. -
and—se Mr. Huffaker dECidﬁgt?e would run for circuit judge and-&id
against Don Register and Néaé Rogers ,and he was defeated. At that
time)in 194q}1 dissolved the partnership and since that time resisted
all offers of partnership and practice&%ione until i retired some
three years agof“ John S. Edwards was circuit judge and he wasn't
makinéfﬁuch money as the lawyers, so he decided that he would @g%éul*
inte law practice anq\resigned as circuit judgeo'ﬁhen H. C. Pettaway
was appointed. That's Gordon Pettaway's half brother. H. C. Pettaway
was about a third or fourth rate, -as—we lawyers—rated, lawyer in
Lakeland at that time, Everyone was more or less surprised that he
" got the appointment. Well, he turned out to be one of our very
best circunit judges. He learned as the lawyers carried the law to
him, -~ He had a good mind-@utfbéhwas basically lazy but he made an
outstanding circuit judge and was pe;hapé one'égrthe best circuit
judges that we ever had in Polk County. . oot
The boom didn't last long and she blew up. All the banks

in Polk County, save only the State Bank in Lake Wales, closed.

There wasn't any money. The practice began more or less a barter
system. The character of the practice changed from real estate
transaction to mortgage foreclosure and bankruptey. Huffaker and I
did general practice. I used to have a saying that if a man came
into my office and had a legitimate case and $2§JI was his lawyer.

I didn't care what it was. I was licensed to practice before the
treasury department in 1923 and I did rex—returns, amd 1 did tax
practiee until it became so complicated that I quit doing mg‘own and
hired a specialist in that field. T did criminal practicetfjwhen

I came here in 1923, they created a criminal court cof records and

L~ TR s I R
Os=dFa . &&szas_gﬁiggwg Jistinguished old-jurist at th?t time:. ...

amd he bechme jJulige of the criminal court of record.&ﬁdnh%iﬁifagg;l’
liked and well thought of.

DURRANCE: What about the court demeanor and dress code? Was there
a dress code the attorneys had to abide by?

EDWARDS: 1In the beginning you went to court with a coat and tie in

Polk County, of course in the federal court it has always been formal.
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I practiced law from Duval County to Miami,and I did a lot of

practice in Hillsborough County. We wore coats and ties and then
Pettaway came on the bench. HKe was quite a character. He usually
needed a shave and he wasn't particularly céncerned about his

general appearance, 2s T steted, he had an-excellent mind and was

a good judge.and very popular. Pettaway would say,"Gentlemen, remove
your coats,” and then frem that time on, or during the summer months,
we went to court in our shirt sleeves. Then, I think the lawvers

over on the east coast, started a fad of wearing sport shirts and that
went more or less all over the state except in Hlllsborouqh County.

I used to kid the lawvers there{ I‘HSEG“tOvS&y you could always tell
a lawyer from Tampa because he carried a coat.I!Dress was informal for
* a number of years until the invention of the air conditioner. Once
ajir conditionggkcame, and the judgel started putting on black robes,
the whole deal changed. I remember when the Supreme Court went to
‘”-:obes. They were the first in the state that decided that they would
" don the old English custom of black robes. They didn't go as far
" as wigs. but they did put on the robes. I remember my good friend

Glen Terrell was very much against it and for a long, long time refused

to wear a black robe. I used to smile when I would see Judge Terrell,
the only 5udge in his division that had on a suit. That was characteristic
of the man. Then the whole thing ehanged and lawyers began to wear
-coats and ties and even the municipal judges started putting on black
'robee.

DURRANCE: .Wheredi{& vou practtice law?

EDWARDS:—-Huffaker and I started practicing law in the old State Bank

building which was later tbrn.down.and—the—g;gseﬁ%fgenk-baéidingris
there-now. They tore down the old _State Bank building and they tore

down the old Wllson Drggfnhiiﬁy:;s next door to it and they erected
the presenthbul xﬁ/” Well, in 1924, as I said we were crowded-up
thefe}/,ﬂﬁgggker and I just had three rooms on one side of the hall
—arid then Luke‘%ghnson had the office on the other side, )
DURRANCE : Dldjpe later to to Tampa? ]
EDWARDS: No. Luke Johnson was the Clarence Parrell of Polk County.
He was self educated. He never went to law school. We-used—te-kid

him—that-Grandma - Johnsenzwho-raised-him, Luke's daddy was one time

LR
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clerk of court, old man W. H. Johnson; amd Luke's mother died and
his stepmother raised him. They used to kid Luke that hissmother,
who was a school teacher and taught a lot of the kids in the summer,
that his mother said, "My son is a necessity lawyer! the necessity
1s—that_ﬁgf5u%_ds—new#}aw. £uke knew everybody and was a good
criminal lawyer. He d@id a lot of trial practice and particulauly

e did the trial practice for Wilson and Swearingen.  When I came to
Bartow, as ¥ said beforeithere gé%}féirty—three lawyers and the most
prominent of the thirty-three was old Ceolonel Tom Wilson and the
firm had been Wilsong¥ilson, awd Charlie Wilson, who was the father
of Mel, Bradley, and Milton, and@ Chester Wiggins' wife . Chaslie had
died about 1902 and then they got John Swearingen up here from Arcadia
and the firm became then the firm of Wilson and Swearingen, After I
came here\_Col. Tom was not active, but still a member of the Eirmg
didn't—spend ‘4 lot of time in Bartow. He traveled a lot and went

to Atlanta. FEe made quite a hit of money in’bank stocke and real
estate and in his sixties wae retired. Anyway, they used to quote
Col, Tom a®_saying, "Col, Tom_said—this—and—tlrats " They quoted Seld..

f\ﬁf\\'

Tom—f#i¥son-as though he were a member of the supreme court. They used

to tell a story that Col. Tom Wilson at one time represented a client
LA . '

and approved @2 title and when the client sold the property to some-

body Col. Tom examined the title for the purchaser and turned it down,

The client wanted to know why and Col. Tom explained that he knew

more law when he last examined the abstract than he did before. In 1929,

Huffaker and I moved from the old State Bank building to what was

called the White Building which was on Main Street and which is now

the site of the courthouse annex. Tthi#% where the county commissioners

are and where the board of public &ustruction is. Spessard Holland
then quit being a county judge in 1929, and started practicing law,v
azd” Holland in the meantime offered me a partnership but I stayed with
Huffaker. My Dad, who then lived in Lakeland, and Huffaker were both
big Methodist and they had gone to a Methodist Church here, -amd H@ Dad
thought it would be well for me to stey with Huffaker, and after all,
he had given me a job as a young lawyer and we were getting along a2®
CAQ.right. So I declined Spessard's offer of a partnership and stayed .
with Huffaker. Anyway, Spessard then got a man by the name of Edwards

who came here from Birmingham, AL to practice law with him. At about

- . ©7 ot
P PN




L il Aottty

Page Nine

Bt g

that time, he hired ¥. F. Bevis. Bevis was a bank teller at the old
Polk County National Bank when I came to Polk County. Bevis, as‘I
recall, hef-gere¥o FIorifi Bne yearand-had worked as an abstractor
at the o0ld Polk Countv Abstract Company before he became a banker

so when I met him in 19223, he was a teller. Polk County National
Bank was one of the banks that closed in 1929,

Well, then Sressard hired o, ?. Edwards and he also hired
Bevis@and Bevis was supposed to examine the abstracts for Holland
because he had had some experience in abstracts. So they started a
firm and_?ot a voura lawver by the name of Robert Hughes who was one
of thexgﬁéstanding voung lawyers that ever came to Polk County. He

was the son of Dr. Hughes and he was going to high school when I came

here and couldn't make up his mind whether he wanted to be a lawyer.

‘His father who had an office in the o0ld State Bank building where

my office was asked me if I would talk to young Robert and I, of

course, told him I would be very happy to. Young Robert came up to

my office and I spent the afternoon and showed him how lawyers worked
and how they looked up the law. We began a friendship which continued
ali through the vears and when Holland ran for governor in 1939, Bob
Hughes and I”piénned to form a parfnership practicing law, which wasn't

generally known. He wasn't too happy in the firm of Holland, Bevis

" and Hughes. Bob was a trial lawyer and was really the lawyer in the

firm, but unfortunally died on October 23, 193%. So that ended that.

DURRANCE: Was it sudden death?

EDWARDS: Yes. Hehadanapéendicitis operation and a bloed clot formgd

and got in his lung and he died. I was at his bedside with his father

when he passed away. We were on the city commission together and we

were very close friendg, he was almost 1like a younger brother to me.

He was head of the military here in Bartow. Hughes Armory is named

after him. He followed me as president of the Kiwanis Club in Bartow.
About that time this building burned where we are now at

137 Eaét Main Street. Ellis Gibson had bought it shortly before then

and it burned the day ké#® datdghter married Leonard Biembton. I kidded
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Ellig”%ftérwards that he set the town on fire. They built this
building and I came up here one time n051ng around and Ellis was
up here and salé;how abg;g‘égmlng over here and havghgwgggf office
here.” I said no, you-know George White built the White building
over there primarily for Huffaker, amd Spessard and Leonard Boynton,
Ray Jordon was the dentist over in the White building and a young
doctor named Lancaster was there. We werelall over there in the old
White building. Ellis said no, the county'ig‘going to buy that,
Ellis was the type of person who kneﬁ,what was going on in the county.
more +than anybodyf‘ So, he asked meuhow I would like it? He had
a2 hallway up throuch the middle and I said well, that was fine, but
he had three offices on that side and three offices on this side. T
oy

“toid-him I would want a big room for my library. You've seen the library

space up here, haven't vou? Of course, you know most of my library

went to the countv. I gavqugst“qffgﬁzfﬁtfﬁélcauntﬁ. So, the time went
on and I found out that afterwardé}gllis had made the changg,an@{géw me
one day and séid, "Well, your offices are ready for you,"and so that
was about alllthat was said. Anyway, when it was known we had to move
Huffaker wanted to go around where Bob Hatten had a building§ I think
it was whgfe'the supervisor of election is, across from the old securit§
abstract company. I thought it was an out of the way place and I told
Huffaker.éél Huffaker and Ellis never saw eye to eye, apparently. ‘
“n In the meantime, about 1925, Luke Johnson formed the firm of Johnson,
-@ﬁkﬁdﬂzﬁti_f and Allen and they left the old State Bank building and
they came up here on the corner. Then Huffaker and I stayed here.
Huffaker had a son that studied law, Rob Huffaker, and I suggested

that he naturally would want his son to practice law with him and that

bartgr couldn't sustain a three man firm because at that time Johnson,

@ﬂ-nﬁ%‘) '\’, and Allen found out that they couldn’t survive. Bill
Allen pulled out and went over with Bradley Wilson. John Swearingen had
been killed in an automobile accident so +hem Luke and Bo practicdﬁlaw
together, and Bill Allen, this was before WWII, went over with Bradley
Wilson, They practiced for a short time over there, ;hen Bill and Bo
went béck into the Navy. They had been in the Navy before. When Bill
came back, he went up to Tallahassee and formed a partnership up there

and practiced law in Tallaahssee until he was appointed to the circuit
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ever since. Huffaker then went over to what is now the Corner

dissolved the partnership in May, 194C¢, and I stayed here

Drugstore and haé his office for a few Years until he passed away

in his sixties. So, Kuffaker and I did general practice, I did criminal
work for a number of years urtil I found out that the criminal

practice in theNE;;;-was repeaters and it wasn't the most desirable
ﬁractice. So I quit it, I cuess eight or nine years after. In the
meantime,I started doing civil bractice, mostly personal injury cases,
That was before the davs of werkman's compensation and there was a

lot of cases against the railrcad comgﬁgy and the phosphate company.
.DUFRANCE: Did you ever serve as special master, representative or
commission for thke Court?

EDEARDS: Yes. Many times. All vour gﬂzgsgiﬁ;gcases were taken before
a special master. Thev weren't heard before a judge. You had certain
firms that have certain men who served as special master. For

instance, I used Gordon Pettaway many, many £imes. Gordon Pettaway
started practicing law in Bartow with Leonard Bovnton and stayed ﬂhere
until Leonard was killed. Then Gordon left here and went over to
Lakeland. But Gordon afid“Leonard Boynton had an office in the. White ~—
gﬁilﬁiné; All é%%#gg}gg?ﬁcases were referred to as special master,
anﬁ'é‘special master would come in and he would swear the witnesses.

You could put them under the rule or not as you saw fit. Usually it

L rfa

was the rule'$impay. You took the testimony in your offlce so that it
: |\ N = e

‘was necessary that your, sed to call them stenographers, then they

later became secretaries and the best of them became paralegals. I
had two paralegals. Ms, Emma Stevens worked for me for thirty-~-£five
years and she was definitelv a paralegal. She died in 1964 and I
planned to quit then,as@ I didn't think I could replace her. Emily
¥Mann was court reporter., I had cgiven Emily the first job she ever
had when she came here from the University of Alabama‘gﬁ&,fhe then
became a court reporter and started learning the stenoh}ype system,
So when Miss Em passed away in February, 1964, I called up Emily
and told her she was going to have to come and help me or send mne
somebody because I was behind o9& Miss Em had suffered a stroke and
was in the hospltal for a whilegupd Her health Pid been bad for some

J ol ',-‘.

time. So, she sent me a young lady named Mrs. eouiiek. To Miss Em
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I was always the Colonel. She never wanted to call me Marshall and
Mr. Edwards was a bit too formal. She always called me the Colonel.
All the old lawyers in Florida then were called colonel. When I came
to Bartow it was Col, Tom Wilson.and Col. Brady. All the older
lawyers were called colonel. The reason for that was that in Georgia
by statute all members of the bar were made coleonels on the governor's
staff. Many lawyers through the years came from Georgia to Florida
so that custom was continued on,and?gﬁﬁ_it%ﬁg—funny;;#unLJiQJng;age?
I'm approaching eighty, and I've been a member of the bar for many
years. There's only two lawyers that keep calling me colonel, Billy
Thomasello and Mont Campbell to this day, whenever I see them, they
always refer to me as the colonel. Lindsey Holland used to call me
the colonel, He':#s Spessard's son. I helped him get started.
DURRANCE: You know Lindsey, Jr. is my uncle.
) B R ,
EDWARDS: No} When he came here he had an office over on the corner
‘and he always used to come up to my‘office. I remember one time I
" was standing at the foot of thefégggg% and Lindsey was coming down
and got about half way down the stairway and said, "Ifﬁst to gb see
. old man Edwards,” and I looked up and asked him who he was calling
. an old man., ﬁe laughed and was embarrassed. I said it was alright, I
ém an old manfq%i didn’t quit, as I said in 1964 after Miss Em passed
éway. She had been with me for thirty-five years. Well, in the
Cinterim, many times I had an extra secretary because I used to talk
to people all day and I worked at night for about thirty years and
many times I've had the cops knock on my door at two o'clock in the
mﬁrning because my lights were still-on. We didn't work on an hourly
basis. We had a job to do and that was our concern. I can take
an oath that I never accepted employment in a case that I had any
idea of how much I would make. I ﬁggabkggs/employed on an hourly
basis in my life. I wouldn't accept employment on that basis. It
is highly irregular. To illustrate, perhaps the first lease that I ever
drew I may have spent a lot of time, maybe I spent a whole day.
During the years I drew hundreds of leases and as the years went by,
I would say—te my paralegal bring me my lease file. I had a lease
file, Irhad a declaration file that later became complaints.‘ I

created Edwards' forms. I never used a form book as such. I never
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liked forms and I never like probate forms. I may have spend
hours or days on a job in the beginning as a young lawyer. Maybe
it was a trust. The average lawyer now, if you ask him if he
ever drew a charitable remainder trust, he wonders what you're
ﬁalking about. So vwhat may have besm in the beginning taken me
days to do became nothing more or less than a job for my paralegal
to make a few changes and copy. To illustrate further, I had a
person that I had formerly represented, after I had quit practicing
.law come up and want a lease drawn up for one room for six months
©at $125 a month. He was representing an estate, I think, and he
had been to a young lawyer and asked him what his fee would be. He
had some astdnishing experiences, I think, with other charges in
the estate matters with this young man 32§€E§*291d him it would
be roughly $250 and that he charged $504§or his time and his
secretary got $17 an hour for her time. That was his estimate
landﬁit would iake him perhaps the better part of a day todraft
it. He asked me if it was worth $250. As I said he was only
renting for six months for $125. I told him no, it wasn't worth
it, BHe asked metodo:dit,’ and I said I would. I called Ms.

. Coulick -and ask her to bring me the lease file. This was about
"11:00 in the morﬁing and he asked me when he could get it. So,

E ge;nefte told;him to come in right after lunch and she'd have it.
I told Jeéne#te to keep time and see héw‘long it took us to do

-it. I uselthis to illustrate my point where it isn't fair to

charge by the hou5, You should charge by fhe job. It is what

.the service is worth, don't you see? Not how long it took you.

So aﬁyway, I talked to Jeanette for maybe ten minutes, we made

a few changes. She was an excellent paralegal. She was suppose

to leave July 1, 1964, but she stayed here for fourteen years.

If she hadn't left I guess Ilgtillfﬁgﬁia\be practicing law.

Anyhow, he came in after lunch and it took us close to 32 minutes

to do the lease which included her typing time, but she was a

whiz on a typewriter. 1It's fun practicing law if you got that

kind of help, but there aren't many of them. Of course, if I was
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younger I would steal one for somebody. There are not too many
nowadays. They use these dictamachines. If you have a paralegal
you explain what you want and she does 90% of it.

Back in the old days, éﬁzgzéiisg matters were taken
Before a special master. He came in and he swore the witness and
then he left. Your secretary who was the court reporter would take
down the testimony. I remember Miss Em, she would be taking short-
hand, sometimes smoking, and maybe the guy who was talking spoke
broken epglish, and she never stopped him one minute. She would
‘get-it down perfectly. How she did it, I don't know. Of course,
when Jeanette came along, I quit deing trial work. I quit doing
trial work when I went to Washington, in the middle '50§/and on
the édvice of John Hopkins Hospital. I had my health flair up
and they told me if I wanted to live T had to slow down, so I
- wound up my docket and quit doing trial wofk in 1955. At that time
I haﬂ docketed 1100 aétions of law in Polk County and since Polk
" County had begun there was 11,000 in thirty years. I had docketed
about_IO%. But it was a different ballgame, it was a different
. profession. There was ahout 125 lawyers in Polk County. You knew
‘all the iaﬁyers on'a first name basis. You knew those you could
trust and you knew those that were a damned farcg,and there wasn't
too many of the latter; thank the Lord. :

We used to have two terms in court a year. We sounded
-the docket in spring and we sounded the docket in the fall. We
practiced law according to rule days. All your pleadings were due
the first Monday of the month. That was when you filed your
declaration, your plea, your rejoinder, saﬁ#ﬁfhéejoinder, and what-
ever. And under the old practice, law was a fine art. Common
law pleadings was a great art. When I came to Florida in 1923, there
were no form books in the State of Florida. There had never been
a form book written. The only two form bpoks WEIE-BH%Efbﬁég?, . i
Puterﬁaugh Common Law Pleadings and Puterbaugh Equity Practice. |
Both of which were Illinois form books and which I had studied at
the Un. of Ill. 1I've still got the old Puterbaugh. One came up

missing. Those were the only form books and you went by all the

niceties in common law and the most fun in the world was to Plead
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some guy out on the end of the limb and shake the tree and drop
him. You know that was too complicated. The only difference
between common law pleadings in I11 and FI1 when I came here was
that tr?éassyoucould style. You had tfgéass on the case, you
had replevin, you had to style the case. You had to style your
W PERIEE -
c¥esing action in I11.If you mispelled, and you called it trgﬁaés
and it should have been trsgass on the case, you were out of the
courtroom. Well, I found, out much to my delight, that in Florida
all you had to do was to call it a civil actiog, Eivil action
damages, etc. Well, of course if it was over $500 you were in
:circuit court and if it was under $500 you stayed in the county
court. If it was under $100 you were in the JP court.ﬁDThe biggest
mistake the étate of Florida evér did, according to this old man's
opinion, is when they adopted ‘Article V of the Constitution. It
has cost this countyr—it—iras cost—this state, millions and millions
" of dollars. —mhe“a:ate—attefne¥;tgf course there ﬁéfe fewer people

. . . . —_____H\
* ’'here then, but not in proportion to your costs, ¥he state attorney's

" office used to be a part time job for one lawyer. It wasn't a full

5£ime job. You had your county solicitor theg, “YoUu Ed your criminal

R C , ; (e Vv
,.,court of record, your JP courts'whére a lawyer seldom wins, you had

o

,,&our JP cases, had some jurisdiction in misdemeanor, etc. You had

;i§ourléoﬁnty.judge, who had criminal jurisdiction up teo the time the
‘c:eation of the criminal court of record, but you had different
judges, you héd different court systems, Now the state attorney has
75 people working for him. They got 21 girls who are secretaries
and it has-become an entire different ballgame and is costing the
taypayers of the State of Florida!%illions and giilions of dollars.
That's my opinion and that opinion is shared by old lawyers in my
age bracket and I've had Jess Wilson, who was formerly circuit
judge, tell me he is of my opinion and so forth, but that is neither
here not there.
DURRANCE: Well, I think that%is important for history's sake,

because I may be one of the few pecple that agrees with you.
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Although I wasn't a lawyer at the time Article V was adopted, I
voted against it for the same idea as you're promeoting now.
EDWARDS: Well, of course there's the pros that made a big loud
bang.
DURRANCE: Wasn't the #ar the big pusher behind it?
EDWARDS: Yes. The Florida Bar. Chesterfield Smith from the Florida —
Bar. He had been a legal politician, both in the Florida Bar and
then M?He lived adross the street;\:h:\rmry gj:;e he
came hereugaé I've known him since he came up here from Arcadia.
We first knew him as Harvey Smith and he had an uncle, I think, who
is Chesterfield. His uncle is in politics and I don't think he
lliked being another Chesterfield. 8o anyway, he came up here just
:lbefore WWII énd I called him Harvey and he said no, itéﬁa Chesterfield
.80 X had to start calling him Chesterfield.v So, ;:;;:L;;SEth him
. hp here from Arcadia and I thinkihe was pretty much instrumental
_:in forming all these offices all over the state which is their )
-Ibus1ness and is flnefﬁ.I've always said if I practiced law in the S
Jc1ty, I of necessity would want to be a member of the firm. That's
‘the way I started out but I didn't like the setup. In Chapman,
;'Cutler, and Parker, I found out I was number 27 and I spent all my
eftime back in the library. Well, that might be alrightf?}My Dad had
‘said that if he was a young man he would want to go to a new
.éountry and grow up with it., I grew up on a farm in central Illinois,"/
. E‘was“a~£a£m—boy I knew all about farming. The day started at ==
'-4 :00 and ended when you couldn't see anymore. Sometimes you did
your chores by lantern. I was never,-I—wasnslt overly bright.
4323 iggest asset was that I would work and what success I made
as a lawyer I guess was because I would work. I remember one of
the last cases I argued before old Don Register. We had just-
finished the argument and were sitting there just talking, my/
opposition had just leftO Don Reglster, who I knew real we11
ltold me he always enjoyed my argumentgm I exhaust a case?yI go
- into every angle. He said they didn't make lawyers like me any-
more. I said thank you. Of course, that's complimentary and I'm

lblowing my own horn but I think that's probably true. That's why

-
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N f : : : Q/’
I had a tremendous library. %}j&”*/
When I sued the Seaboardhl had A. G. Turner of Enight,
Thompson, and Turner as my opposition, When I sued an insurance l
companx,without exception, I had Bob Shackelford representing the
insurance company. I wouldn't represent them because I could make
more money suing them, I was in all the insurance digests and all
that sort of thing, a#d I was offered a retainer by Atlantic
Coastling,b“t,didn't want it. They gave Bradley Wilson about $500
~ a year, maybe $100 a year, and some pass privileges. That's all
that poor old Bradley ever made out of the Atlantic Coastline
Railroad. I think one time the Seaboard was represented by
Clarence's father, old Judge Boswell. Judge Boswell was a
character. All the old Bar were characters. I think maybe I
will put it on record.
When I came here therewas Wilson and Boswell. Judge

Boswell ha§ been county judge way back before my time. He suffered
an injury when he worked for the railroad and he was more or less
crippled and he loved his booze. Most of his practice was criminal
practice. Then Wwken Holland brought Edwards here from Birmingham,
. _.-Al‘-ﬂe was a good lawyer, but booze whipped him and Holland finally

' got rid of him and then he formed a partnership with Fred Harris.
‘He did the m;in criminal law practice. Most lawyer criminal
N Loy T Shine
. practice was, Bope was unknown, shine. ¥& was the big deal. It
was during prohibition and there was hog cases, but most of the
criminal practice you made money out of was your bootlegging

cases, and ninety percent were repeaters. Well, as I said, I

did criminal practice, I did it all, 1If you came in the door

and you had a legitimate case, I was your lawyer, and that was the
way you practiced law in those days. The country lawyer was kin

to the country doctor. The breed no longer exists. Then I started
civil law practice, mostly personal injury. There was no insurance
much on automobiles, it wasn't compulsfgﬁ, the workman's compensation
law hadn't been passed. You were suing people that didn't have
insurance on cars, you were suing railroad wrecks, mostly your trains
and youf phosphate companies. Your criminal law practice was little

and it was repeaters. I would come down to the office about 7:30

.
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in the morning and there would be three or four bums sitting

waiting for me at the foot of the stairs. I'd start talking to

them and I'd be talking to somebody .all day long. So, anyway,

. O L S
I went to Huffaker one time an said,Ikdon 't think HuffakerAjjiiggi;\

went to court after I started practicing law because he didn't 1i

it, Irwas going to quit doing trial prab%icetjﬁgrsaia the first

thing you kn?w they're be calling me Judge Boswell! This I think

was before Bush Edwards started there. *'Oh,”he said,’ we're making //
good money out of that. “Yes,)I said, but I can't do that and all

this other toe." Huffaker wasn't doing anythingf/ He wés plé&iﬁg

goff three afternoons a week and spending a month in North Carolina.

I was carrying the load, and I did it for 18 vears. I decided that

I wanted to keep some of the money I was making so I cut loose in

May, 1940, and I would never have another partner. As I said,

practice law in a big city, be a member of ,a firm. Practice law

today and maybe you'd have to specialize.qql quit doing tax work.

I don't even attempt to do my own. It became specialized. E#ery
time Congress would meet, it would pass new tax laws and that became
a study in itself. Labor law didn't used to exist, You have so
many phases of the law today that when I went to law school it
didn't exist. There was no course in taxation. What little I

knew about taxation, any high school graduate or less could do

in 1923. It just so happened that my dad was with the IRS and had
been with the IRS in Illinois and when he came to Florida he thought
he was rich and then he went broke during the boome. Like everybody
else, fee went back to work as deputy collector of IRS working ocut of
Lakeland and what I knew I picked up pretty much in talking to my
Aad. Of course, I had taken prentiss hall and some of it was

EXRE o
elementary but ithis entirely differentﬁand—yeumknew7 Fhis public

-defender gripes me. It used to be if a guy got into trouble it

was up to him to get a lawyer and could always get somebody to
represent him., We were admitted to the Bar as officers of the
court and it was our duty to represent anybody of a crime and if we

got paid for it, fine, and if we didn't it was up to us if we
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represented him. And many a lawyer represented some guy maybe

for five gallons of shine or maybe some pork in the old days. and
this public defender just gripes me., A guy goes up and Qiolates
the law and then the taxpayers have to pay for his expenses, and

I think it is fundamentally and basically wrong. That's another

“61d man's idea.

i

'EDWARDS= Well, anyway, I remember so well when old John S. Edwards

n{@when I came here. He was the judge.of the circuit court. The only
?gjudge in Polk County, &and We had one court reporter and the court

-'reporter was Kate Faison. She was a divorcee and she had one son.
1

' she was a secretary, a stenographer we called them. She worked for
'*L .

iCarver and Langston. It was Peterson and Carver, and then after

ey ' ’

r; that it vas Peterson, Carver and Langston. That was Bemmie Qangston,

‘aad the father ©of the two Langston boys. I knew them when they

,_'were klds, when Pennie came to Lakeland asd Langston was a

? good lawyer, an excellent lawyer. Peterson of course was a

3 pollt;Clan. ‘Carver was an old bachelor and the supposition was that ——
(L2 iy
he deplsed Katie's guts. She was a divorcee and she was working
for Peterson and Carver and the upstart of the whole thing, much

to the surprlse of everybody, damned if Carver didn't marry Ratie
¢Jand she pecame Carver's w1fezaudbﬁe just recently died. ‘¢¢;:
j_;died suddenly, and then Carver married a younger woman. Well, anyway
HiKate was guite a character. She and I were good friends and I
used to always say, if a case is worth trying, it's worth reporting,
Namﬂ-l never tried a lawsuit in my;liquzﬁ;t wirae I had a record.
I don}t know'if you do that or not,but I used to say if a case is
l'worth trying itcms worth reportlng and I want a recqrd The court
reporter would sé#gfu:me, dﬁ;Q&L want. tﬁfteport zhaﬁ;caseEL of
* course, they knew me after awhile. There were about 125 lawyers
'in Polk County. You knew everybody on a first name basis,§nd youkr
"practicing went through certain channels. You had a few lawyers
.who were doing the criminal practice,and you had a few lawyers doing

" the civil practice. In Bartow, Luke Johnson and I were the lawyers

 that did the civil practice., Luke was doing the civil practice for
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the firm of Wilson and Swearingen at that time. They never went

to court. They didn't like it, either one of them. I never

knew Bradley Wilson or John Swearingen to try a lawsuit in their
. W Chmtah

life. They had a good t me—ureil they and the name had the

phosphate business that Spessard Holland afterwards inherited)

and which became the backbone of the business for the firm of

Holland and Rnight, but they inherited that from Spessard Holland

and he got most of that after Wilson and Swearingen. I didn't

- get it because I didn't have time and I didn't want it. I never

represented a phosphate company. For instance, I represented

' Elmer Burnett that worked for a phosphate company. He was a chemist.

-ﬂé‘married—STcaﬁ*E“aEﬁ§hEerT“&&“PT’ﬂames**uaugnter, Anyway,
LI
he was working for a phosphate company,hewas a chemist and was

working with gasoline and the gasoline exploded and burned him

- to death, I entered a suit in the circuit court and they moved

- it to federal court for diversity of citizenship. I went down

';:to Tampa and I got a verdict.of $40,000. It was such a big

i verdict it was headlines in the Tampa Tribune. They appealed

- it in the supreme court, I mean to the district in New Orlean§,

and they-affirmed it but made us enter a remitter down to $25,000.

How timés have changed now. 1In Polk County, there was maybe

"-.125 or 130 lawyers who sounded the docket twice a year, it might

be 15 cases set for trial, I might have 8 or 9 of them and then

-

. after we sounded the docket, we would go someplace and have a big

meeting. We had five gallons of shine, food, and everybody would
have a bhﬁ time drinking corn whiskey.

DURRANCE: Judges and the lawyers?

EDWARDS: Yes, sure. We'd go to my place sometime and sometime
Cwe'd go to Bradley Wilson's place. He had a place out at Kerben
. Lake and we'd do it twice a year. We had a Far meeting, and we

"had a big time and as I said you knew everybody on a first name

basis. Of course there wasn't near the number of trials there is
now. 1If you looked back there at the old docket you might see 15
or 20 céses set for trial.

~Back during the boom lawyers generally were making more

money. After the boom when I was practicing law I was shooting.
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I made $50,000 gross a year. And that was a hell of a lot of
money in those days. I was paying MissfM 10% of the gross plus
her regular salarx/so Miss‘M working for me, she worked harder
than I did, and she was making more money than a lot of the lawyers
in practicing law. She'd say to me, Well, @olonel, I've cot to
work tonight. I've got to get that dang brief out:ietb. Bless
her heart. She had never used an IBM. She had the old Underwood.
She was a perfectionist on that old Underwood. This is a bit of
history that I will preserve. She would never use any other machine
but the Underwcod. When it got to where it wasn't functioning
just right, she'd have it rebuilt. During WWII, I insisted on
buying a new Underwood. Thae's it sitting out there now. It's
the one I use, Anyway, I—s&ig‘missfm this IBM does real nice

work, let's try it. I don't want it, Colonel. I said, I insist.

.50, I got an IBM up here and I'd hear Missf{M out there hitting it

and cussing,and hitting it and cussing. She'came in the next

‘Monday and said,"Well, Colonel, that's a good typewrite;,you

ought to get you two or three, and when you do you get you another

" stenographer.” I told her it wasn't that ﬁmportant. They used to
- say over at the courtroom that they could tell work that she did, it
was so perfect. She hit the keys so hard she could make four or

" five carbons. That was before the days of copy machines if you

wanted a copy you had to make a copy. You never furnished your
adversary with copies of your pleadings. If he wanted your pleadings,

he went and made copies. Only for courtesy you did if the guy on

the other si&e was nice, Most of your lawyers were your friends.

I remember one time I was trying a case and Bob Shackelford
was on the other side and it was set for trial. We went in and I
announced the plaintiff was ready and Bob said the defendant is
ready. 01d 5:;?.Rogers told us to approach the bench. He said,
“ybu guys are_good lawyers. I'll give you 30 minutes td settle this
case." Bob and I went, "Certainly, your honor." I got to where I
could put a value on a case; I could tell you pretty well whether

or not I could win it. And if I didn't figure the chances were

good, 1'd settle it. And that was the way yvou practiced law.
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DURRANCE: Don't you think that is the makings of a good lawyer,
evaluating your case?

EDWARDS: Yes. I was on the committee that wrote the present Rules

of Civil Procedures. We were told, I think, it was the only

Crvronrviana A —

committee that ever received a condemmation from the ‘supreme
(épurt. I was on that committee whenever it was, I think in the early
'50s. I was real active for 30 years and then I slowed down some.

I got to where I couldn't turn loose and I was trying to do too

much. I had a big trial practice and another fellow and I had

a 10,000 acre ranch over on the east coast,and Eisenhower put

G a o x /

me on the'&ederal-eeast and- I had to do something. I got to where

I couldn't turn loecse, I couldn't sleep nights. I used to walk

down that old Ft. Meade road night after night,

DURRANCE: WName the most unusual things that ever happened to

you as a practicing attorney and tell where and when.

EDWARDS: I remember one time, to me this is a funny thing and

the biggest joke on me and the thing that took the wind out of

my Sails, @he time I sued W. J.Iburrance. He was county commissioner,.

His son is still in Ft. Meade. Kay Durrance's husband. Is he related

to you?.: e . ]iiffnih o

' .
L Y

'DURRANCE: Yes . sir.
"EDWARDS: Well, it‘don't make-énf différence. There was an o0ld man
by the name‘of'onds who was a nonresident. He lived up in &hio
and he:had ten acres of land out from Ft. Meade. He had a fine
stand of v1rg1n pine ktndllng He came down here infrequently and
said he was a nonresident. He lived in o and was a farmer.
: O P

He went out there and somebody had cut all his pine kindling.

So he inguired around and found out that W. J. Durrance had sold
the pine ﬁgggigﬁb to somebody. I didn't know W. J. Durrance. I

- knew he was county commissiocner. So this man came in and asked me
if I would sue a county commissioner. I said yes, I guess I'd

sue my grandma. They all look alike to me. So I sued W. J. Durrance

Thrre—tiar— .
for cutting the poor man's weed. Luke Johnson was the other f
lawyer, We tried it before H. C. Pettaway. I remember that I

sued him for damages and punitive damages because he knowlingly

sold old man Woods' timber when he knew it wasn't his. So I wanted
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puniﬂﬂ%e damages. I was explaining to the court the difference
in the kind of trg%ass. I said, "Now, Judge, on one hand we

have trespass de bonis asportatis and one the other hand we have
trespass gquare clausum fregit which have different rules of
damages ,and so I went on to expound at great length of the
different kinds of trespass. 8So after I had finished this
exhausting technical highly learned argument, old Luke Johnson
got'up and said, "If the court please, I don't have the advantage
of a good legal education as my learned young friend does, I'm
not versed in latin." He said as a matter of fact the only latin

that I've ever learned and known of is penis erectus nonconscientious,
] '. s . . EE]

That was #&n open court, you see, and in all my years, I think that

was the funniest thing that ever happened to me. Everybody burst out
_H./
laughing and I had to burst out laughing. Uncle Luke pulled that

on me. He was a dear old fellow., His niece, Dorothy, grew up

. L
on Church Street as did my first wife, Dorothy Johnston, and they

were close friends. Affer Dorothy and I were married in 1934, every

‘ ﬁight,sbe_alwayg;calledﬂh%mwvﬁcle;Luﬁeixgigngzle Luke would show

up at the house with a pint of whiskey and he' adxgxffzgsnorts
e T IS T — |
by the time he got there anmd-hetd—eeme—ont for dinner. And if -

‘he did '+ come out there and we”weien't there, he'd tell us about

it, 1Sbmetimeé:he would bring shrimp and sometimes he would bring

steak. She always called him Uncle Luke aand he had a pet name

~ for Dorothy, Put— ] Can't think of it right now. Wel)l, he'd finish

the pint of liquor and as soon as he'd eat, he'd say, "Well, sweet

potato, the old ic;giaagnna fly off." He'd go out and get in his

car and go home and go to bed. He was a character in this world.
He was an old bachelor and never married. He was a great trial
lawyer of the old school, like the Abraham Lincolns and the

[ W o ) [\S P Y
Clarence Darrelr¥s, I knew Clarence Baxrell in Chicago, ﬁé had

- an unmarked office there and I knew Clarence in his hayday. He

pracens

was one of the great stﬁiési the William Jennings Bryan.énd I
don't think they exist anymore. The Whitakers are gone, the
Marshall Edwards are gone, of course, I never was a dramatic

as Pat probably was. Pat was an actoif Pat Whitaker was a great

actor.
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Pat would never take a case in Polk County unless they'd hire

me too, because I made Pat's bulletin. Pat was an alcoholic.
DURRANCE: What is the worse thing that ever happened to you?
EDWARDS: The woré%-thing that ever happened to me I was trying
a case one time in federal court in Tampa and they took a recess
and I went to the men's room. That's when zippers first came
out. I went in the men's room to relieve myself as did people,
and when I got through, I couldn't zip the zipper. The damn
zipper stuck. It just wouldn't zip for hell, so I had to finish
the day out with my legs crossed constanfly due to the fapt.thaﬁ

o St T

my damn pants were unzipped. For years after thatAI usedto-buy

'my clothes I always insisted they put buttons on my pants.

_DURRANCE: How were criminal cases handled? Did criminals have

ény rights?
EDWARDS: Sure, they had the same rights as they got now. But

it was up to them to get their own lawyer. Plea negotiations

-.were unheard of. You had a case, or you didn't., There wasn't

much barter back in the old days. I'm talking about fifty years

. ago.

DURRANCE: Do you think the so-called modern plea bargaining

has damaged the justice systen?

EDWARDS: .I'don't think thereéis any question about it. Very

‘definitely so. It's just getting rid of them.

DURRANCE: What kind of sentences were given?

EDWARDS: Well, they varied of course. I can't recall any

particular instance.
DURRANCE: Did you have any famous criminal trials?

' EDWARDS:_ Yes. Perhaps the most famous one that I was in was the

W X
Earl Wart murder case., It was in the forties. It was not long

[N
-before I quit doing trial work. Earl Wast lived in Babson Park.

: Earl‘ﬁﬁrt shot and killed a man by the name of Frazier who. was

manager of the airport. It was during WWIifjli remember that
because Bradley Wilson was chairman of the draft committee and

I was under 45 and subject to call as I had no children. Bradley
was inétrumental in hiring me and I was sure Bradley wasn't gonna

send me off to war as long as I was defending old man %?é' who

h%;CD Cz}}\ PR fyj ) W ""f
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was his real close friend and who Edna Wext was named after.
Earl Wu::rurf was president of the old Polk County National Bank,
very prominent, big Mascn,and was one time president of Florida
Citrus Exchange ,aﬁé’ owned grm‘res and lived in Babson Park. It
was during the war years. He had a son, Earl m, Jr., who
took flying lessons out here and became a pilot and went over to
Italy. He left his plane out here and when he left he asked his
father to sell the plane for him. TillisPdwardy, who—is-the.

,_cher—lai}sg]_.ﬂd Edwards, no relation to me, “was out’ tﬁere tak:.ng

flying instructions from Frazier, who.was. the Anstructor, eu:!::tﬁfere .
He went—-eut-and was interested in buying the plane and when-he-—
go+ready to buy the plane, Frazier told him he had a 1:|.en on it

for gasoline that O-Irz:ngerad purchasedf’fat’s Earl Wurt'

daughter s husband. Beth wgsw:marned %&i;g and—he was out-—there -

- -and had taken some flying lessons and had bought some gasoline

for thls plane and had 'Ieft, T qiessto go. ovﬁe,rksgas. The plane
was out there and Frazier wouldn't deliver the plan.e_—énd'wouldn't
iet Tillis Edwards get it until this $32 bill was paid. So Tillis
calls up@WurLbe.n Babson Park and told him the trouble he was
having and said they’ won—t 1et re pick up the plane euwt-here—and.

lL,)'wﬁ._:-‘(_ T

th-arl. there was a 11en on it for gas that yeeu%*'senrin-law owes-’——

[

T

Frazier. Mr. Wurt said I-&En"t -knew-anything-about it Bﬁd=§ard

:ﬁ was all news to him but he would come -t God. mw
(End of tape) -cira e i S
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(Beginning of new tape}
DURRANCE: What happened at their meeting?
EDWARDS: ?h?y picked the lawyers. They decided they would get
old man-ﬁugt the best they could who was Pat Whitaker .
in Tampa and Marshall Edwards in Bartow. I didn't know ;;;:f
Bradley was his lawyer as he was Ellis Gibson's lawyer, Bradley
always represented Gibson and Wurt until he died and he represented
Wurt in the trial. They were veryclose friends,as a matter of
fact, Edna Earl is named After him. Bradley'Wilson's daughter.
Sc anyhow, Grady Burt?@bn the grandstand and he tried him for
' first degree murder. He was guilty of manslaughter but he had
to prove premeditation.-)Well, I never knowlingly advised anybody
to tell anything but the truth, but I used to say you can tell
the truth in a hundred different ways. The big deal, my friend,
- with winning lawsuits is work. Go talk to’your witnesses, know

what every damn one of them is going to testify before you put

them on the stand. Den't have any surprises and the seolution to it

is work, work, work. When I had a jury coming up I began investigating

'myself. I wouldn't always let someone else, sometime I used a
. young lawyer, I used to use various lawyers and investigators,
‘but I myself wanted to talk to them before I put them on the stand
and that is work. I kept a card index of every jury I ever had
and who they were, their background, their religion, and how they
decided thé case that I had before them. OF course, you could do
"it in those days. Thé?ﬁuSEH”fa“‘E#E”pitkup‘jurys. They Used-to
sétﬁaround”tﬁéféﬁurthouse. They'd go out and pick up a jury, sesq
fvggef had professional jurors sitting on the damn green benche%
and I knew every damn one of theme%Anyway, they tried old man
Wurt and Grady Burt/Was grandstanding, trying to convince the jury
of first degree murder. We arqued, self defense, of course, and
the first time we got a hung jury. Well, this is funny, your jury
in a criminal trial is the important element. Your jury,'whose on
“your jury, their background, their religion, their age, whether
or not they were around here, all that sort of thing. The law
is probably secondary, its your jury. They tried him again and

my job was to screen the jury and I knew them pretty well. 1
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used to go down to Frostproof and my contact down there was old

at Maxey. at knew euerybody. I had contacts in every town.
That was preparation. So anyway, a hung jury was the first ¢h42?
“&ife and then we had a jury over there that i?oked like it was

a hanging jury and Pat said we 3ustle;5£t‘afford to go to trial.
It was just before Christmas and Pat said nobody wanted to go
tortrial. Pat had a long black ouercoat and said, "I'm not
‘physically able to go to trial, é@d{Pat always had a doctor's

certificate he carried with hlm) Pat made a motlon for con-

' 1.
- _tlnufgce on account of his bad health, iong black overcoa ! and

. Wwas an actor. He would have been a great Shakespearean.. He -

knew he was at death's doff:f So Grady %ﬁ?ﬁzg;id he had known

" Mr. Whitaker all these years and he knew that Mr. Whitaker

-wouldn't ask for a continuance unless it was necessary and he
.- wouldn't contest it. We went out the door and came down here

‘ _ "
to my office and he said,‘yqu'know, I feel a hell of a"lot better.

CQT So-weﬂwent_toﬁzr'al again. -We had all the preliminary-egxamination,
e " U
ﬁﬁadﬁaizl Twasicounty solicitor[ TAnyway,—Grady had Wallace

o s1tt1ng there, or maybe this was a civil case, "I don't Kriow,

. "they sued o1d’ man Wurt and got a verdict. — E ~tell-you,;, that's
'_fgﬁatﬁgf’etcry. This was one of the most famous murder cases in
Polk County. The press was here from all over. So we went to trial
? again, the thlrd time, and they examined the jur%, %ut they forgot
tc‘esk Jim Watson's son-in-law about his connection with me, with
his family, and they took him and cleared him. I said, well,-son,
we may not get a verdict this time but we damn sure got a hung
jury. Thie is the sidelights, We got a verdict and they cleared
Wurt‘§§d~€£ere was much joshing,6 and he was damn lucky he didn't
go to prison.a&dlgis family was very grateful. So, anyway, then
Wally Schaeffer came into the picture, /ae's dead noq) He may have
‘been in the criminal case, I don't remember. My memory isu't
quite as good as it used to,be._#They sued old man Wurt-in a civil
action for damages{éue widow ﬂid) for loss of earnings, and so forth,
Well, I 4id my damnest to get them to settle the case. I could
settle it for about $5,000, but Wally wouldn't settle. He and old

Pat made a mistake. He said business for the defense but not ten
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cents for something or other. Pat thought his luck would. hold.

He told Mr. Wurt that his friends would criticize him if he

paid that. They're hold you to blame and you're blameless,

They then settled and they got a $25,000‘6erdict. Well, Wally

ran for some job and got to be an alcoholic. He died in a nursing

home where I had mother, Lake Wire nursing home. His campaign

. talk was that he beat Pat Whitaker and Marshall Edwards in a law
suit,

DURRANCE: Dia you have any women lawyers in those days?

EDWARDS: None. We were against them. We didn't think a woman

should be a lawyer. I didn't have any women lawyers when I went

to law school. Girls didn't study law back in those days.

DURRANCE: What about black lawyers? '

%, 'EDWARDS: No. Not here. We had one student at the Un. of I1ll
:'.sfudying and he didn't last out his freshman year. It was in the
=" twenties. -

A':\ beRRANCE: Do you remember any judges that particular&had

{ irepptations in being\ﬁanging judges”or mean judges?
'EDWARDS: Op, not necessarily. I knew all of them. 014 Alexander
"hckgrman doﬁﬁ in federal court, he was federal judge quite a while.

' iHe‘was‘§'gre$t guy to talk if you'd go down and start an argument.
Vi?here was another old judge down there in Tampa for years, old

. &uﬁge.gggéf¥ﬁ;%§ always take one side of a case right off the bat

and you just as well shut up. If he was for you, he'd make

| the best argqument in the world. The best judge down there for years

~was L. L. Parks. He used to come over here and try law suits.

.

When he got over here he'd send the bailiff for me and he'g tg&&lﬂs4ﬂz
. e

7 e e i

me,“how about Kerkin Lake. I'd say yes. He said -
whiskey and he'd bring Jack Daniels. It was brewed in his home town
in Tennessee and he'd always have a pint of Jack Daniels. ‘I'd
get Buster, who was our boat paddler, and we'd go to %E?ggghfake.

: ' Judge Barker was one of my real close friends. He was
circuit judge here for a number of years. He came here from Sebring.
He was appdinted first in Sebring and then he came up here. He
was aifine gentleman. He left here and became a federal judge
ineTampa. ’

St
T
-
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I remember when Bill MeQuaig came here, Holland got him from .
scmeplace and he was a real scholar and quite a student of law.
Once Bill ran into a train in Lake Wales and busted up his car.
He thought that trains ought to have lights on. He wanted to
sue them and I told him he didn't have a lawsuit., I told him he
had to operate his car within the line of his vision. You are
suppose to see that which you could have seen and should have
seen and if you don't, you'll at fault. He went way back to the
old English common law of this and that and the other and said

he was going to sue them anyway and would I sign his declaration.

o

I told him I would sign icjbut he didn't have a case.uUSO anyway,

- I signed the declaration és his attorney and they moved it to
federal court. It got down there and they filed a demurrer. He
wanted me to go down there and argue, I said Bill Barker knows
that I never appeared before him in any case but what the law that

I argued, ﬁ believed in, I told him I wasn'+ going. Well, he

.ﬂ; went down and arqgued the law and when got through, old Bill Barker

said, “Well, Wzlllam, that's great argument. but unfortunately it's

not the law." And that was typical of Bill. %6%ne time I had a case

in circuit court and I guess it was against the phosphate company
" for cattle death with that polution. Bill was representing the
li phosphate company and he was very ill at ease. He had no trial‘

- experience but he got Bss&s White o ar

here to help him. Beris
is an old time friend of mine. Billl»f -' ~- madejgk§Z§”§ﬁ
nervousa‘He'd get up and walk around and argue and I heard Boris
tell him,'oh, Bill sit down.’ ;?had a lot of fun. I love to practice
law. My dad tried to dissuade me. I wanted to become a lawyer
when I was seven or eight years old. ‘I don't know why. My dad
went to George Washington University in St. Louis.and that's his
license to practice law. I think it's dated before the turn of
the century and signed by Benjamin D. McGruder. My dad never
PR Lo -, o
liked hétm. He said, son, you'll always fooling around with other
people's troubles.” His best friend who published a newspaper
down in Illinois and studied law and had been a congressman said,

“Now,.Marshall, you don't want to be a lawyer. 1It's a hard life."

S0 I don't know why I wanted to be a lawyer. I used to say I'd
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almost pay somebody to let me practice law. That's why I never
worried about fees.. I never éharged anybody by the hour. I've
tried many lawsuits for two or three days maybe for $250. I
made money practicing law but if I'd stayed out of law and devoted
my time to the citrus industry and real estate when I came to Florida
instead practicing law, well, I may have come away with two milliondﬁu}ﬁg
If I wanted to I could have accumulated 25 million. T could have
been a Ben Hill Griffin or someone like that, but I like to practice
law.
DURRANCE: Well, Mr. Edwards, I'm only 34 vears old and I know
the name Marshall Edwards has always been a good name, it has
been an honest name, and I've always locked to it as being just
what you referred to as the "country lawyer." 1It's lawyers like
you I tried to model my career on.
EDWARDS: Well, there are some good lawyers. This fellow named
Chester Bedell in Jacksonville is a great lawyer. I think he
is still practicing. 0ld Perry NicholsIE§§J§ﬂlot of money
practicing personal injury cases. 0ld Perry you know is the first
president of Negligent and Compensation Lawyers of Florida. It
has now become the Florida Academy of Trial Lawyers. They made me
a fellow in it. Chester Bedell was the second president and I was
the third., Then E4 Rood over in Tampa who was quite a common
- trial lawyer made a lot of money. He is writing a history of
it and I sent him my files and he said he got more information
from me thah he did from Chester of Perry. I've got a picture.
of the court,
DURRANCE: How were civil cases handled, and assigned?
EDWARDS: Well, in the beginning we just had one judge, you know.
Then we later had two judges. Harry le became a 3udge,‘The

. s’ W

liégislature paéséd an act. We had three counties anq:thay provided

.’ for—another circuit judge. Harry Taylorwas state attorney.

014 Judge Boswell was the big political wheel and he had a young
son named Clarence and he wanted Clarence to be state attorney.
He made a deal that Harry Taylor would resign as state attorney

and Clarence could be appointed as state attorney. Harry could be
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circuit judge. So Harry became circuit judge and he was very
limited. He and Spessard Holland didn't get along too well.

Later they took these other two counties and did away with

Harry's job. That's when Harry left Polk County and went down

to Miami and started working with the IRS and then he branched

out and became a tax lawyer before he died. But, in the beginning

when you had only one judge, you knew who it wonld be. When there

‘were two judges, you could’  reguest which judge you wanted before

you went to court, That wasn't practical and pretty soon they

assidned cases by number or something.

. DURRANCE: What was the court structure?

EDWARDS: There was the supreme court, The district court of

'J-  appeals was formed afterwards. You had to go to JP court,

county court, criminal court of records and then circuit court.

Lawyers as a class are not satisfied to accept things

 as thgy~a#é, which may be good. Maybe they shouldn't, but

:younqllawyérércoméwin to practice and get electéd to the legislature

' and then they proceed to change things. For instance, the érobate
act ﬁhich was passea in 1931, ﬁas a good act and they were

. supposed to simplify it. All they did was to complicate it. And

 the saﬁe thing with your rules of civil procedure. When you got

. ,away from the old common law, you got the rules of civil procedure.

" One of the most interesting cases I had was when I sued

 the Bishop. This is an old boomtown deal. There was Rosedale

Realty Company in Winter Haven that bought the catholic church pfoperty

]
in Winter Haven. The catholic church sold the property to

*' Rosedale Realty Company and Rosedale Realty Company gave the

note tables as follows: Right Reverend Patrick Barry, ir=lis
oﬁficéai—eapae&ey a8 Bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine,

I cite this because it has perhaps been one of the best cases

I ever won and one that made law. I made this law. I told the
catholic church what they are. They're a corporation scle under

the old english common law. Rosedale Realty Company bought the

old catholic church property for a sizable sum of money. They

gave a note payable to the Right Reverend Patrick Barry, bishop

of the Diocese of St. Augustine, Rosedale Realty went broke.

The note was worthless. So, I had a client, Frank Senn, who
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built the Senn Building in Winter Haﬁen. He was a catholic
and he sold them the property on which they built the new catholic
church. Being a catholic he didn't want to be in a position
suing his own church. So contrary to all rules, he transferred
the note over to his friend, A. G. Willard, and made him the
goat. He came down and hiredme to sue the bishop. I told him
I would sue anybody. So I filed a suit against the*Bﬁshop of
st, Augustine:f,OH{'it went before Pettaway and we started

having hearings and they tried to bring in Frank Senn, that he
was a member of the church, and that he was a fraud, and all

this and that. Everytime we had a hearing before Pettaway,
three or four priests would come and they just tickled the hell
out of me because all they were doing was making kerber;—Pettaway
madder than hell. Nobody on God's green earth could have in-
fluenced H. G, Pettaway. Nobody. He was.going fo call-—it-a
{cardinaL—effIaw;'/Well, they tried everything they could and
finally I got a judgment against the Right Reverend Patrick Barry,
Bishop of thefﬁhocese of St. Augustine in favor of A. G. Willard.
I had certified copies made and I proceeded to file them for

. record in various counties in the state, figuring if they ever
ést to where they waneéd to sell a piece of real estate, they
would have to satisfy this judgment. It was a sizable judgment., —
So, I foolishly filed it in Pinellas County and brother that's

a hot bed of catholicism. So, anyway, I went down there and they
filed a suit to quiet title as to all their property and to
enjoin me from levying. They said, alright, you got a judgment
against the Right Reverend Patrick Barry, bishop of the ﬁiocese
of S5t. Augustine. The words bishop of the diocese of St.
Augustine means nothing. When he becomes a bishop, he takes an
oath of poverty. He doesn't have a thing in the world. He owns
this pro?erty as trustee. They missed the boat. I went down
ther%;‘a&hey really hit me, amd T. Frank Hobsoh, father of the

'kid over in Lakeland, was circuit judge, and he was the son of

a baptist minister and they all lived in St. Petersburg. What




